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THE 


OD hath wrought very graciouſly , and in an Ex- + 
traordinary manner , for the deliverance of this 


PREFACGE. 
(3 Church and State from *Popery and Arbitrary *Po- 
wer, in ſuch a ' way of "Peace as. other Ages can 


ſcarce parallel, But Beneficium poſtulat Officium , - God's 
great Goodneſs calls for ſome ſuitablg return in the way of Love, _ 
| Thank ſulneſs, and Obedience. And no doubt but the Lord ex- 
pedts ſome Work, that is Great' and Excellent 3 ſomewhat more 
than ordinary for the good of that Church, which he hath ſo 
wonderfully preſerved. And if you would know what we ſhatl 
render unto the Lord for all his Benefits, What more? What 
better than for "Proteſtants with one Heart and one eMonth to 
glorifie God the Father of all our Hercies, and to Worſhip him 
with one conſent, And oh that the All-wiſe God would inſpire 
this Great Council of the Nation with Wiſdom from above, what, 
and how to at effettnally for this Bleſſed Union : Which (as Mr, 
_ De L' Angle in bis Later to bis Lordſhip, the Biſhop of Lon- 
_ don) will rejoyce Men and Angels, and bring down a 
Fhoufand Bleſſings of Heaven and Earth upon thoſe that 
_ ſhall contribute the moſt unto it, Urreaſe of Separ. p. 424. 
It is to be hoped that the Glory oy Great and Good a Work will - 
> 


be 
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be due to our preſent \Qovernours next under God. And ſince 
we are told in the Preface before the Common *Prayer , that in 
the Reigns of ſeveral * Princes of | Bleſſed Memory ſince the Re- 
formation, the Church upon juſt and weighty Conſiderations her 
thereunto moving, hath yielded to make ſuch Alterations in 
ſome particulars, as in their reſpedive times were thought conve- 
nient. Therefore I have added Arguments for ſuch Conceſſions 
and Alterations in this Worſhip , as may be effe@ual in order to 
. the Deſired Uniov. Thorgh I have had God's Glory for-my: end, 
yet I know no Mans Integrity in the Cauſe of God and of Religi- 
on 5 nor the moſt unfeigned Deſires, and Endeavours for the good 
and "Peace of Church and State, can exempt him from the com- 
aon fate, that attends things of this Nature , which are ſure to 
be unacceptable with fome, if not pafs for an unpardonable Offence 
againſt the Church of England. J1f 1 knew that there were any 
thing, but Truth and Charity, 1 would blot it out. If it be poſ- 
fible, and as much as in me lyeth, I would live peaceably with 
all Men. | : 

The Motives and Inducements to write were theſe : 

Firſt, A Zeal for God. God's Honour is intimately con- 
cerned in his Worſhip. What Soul that hath any ſenſe of God 
and Religion can bear ſo mnch diſhonour as is done to God in' 
kis Worſhip > Several caſting a contempt upon it by their un- 
handſom Speeches, and ll Examples, prejudiced and prejudicing 
others againſt it. Many ſearce look, upon it as the Worſhip of 
God, and mind nothing leſs than to be devout in it. And ſince 
the Worſhip of God lies under contempt , or a great abuſe and 
 wrprofitableneſs iu the performance of it,” is there not reaſon to 
be offended at it. I am not ſatisfied, and cannot be ſatisfied 
without ſome endeavour to redreſs the Evil, _ 

Second Motive was a deſire to diſcharge this part of muy Mi- 
wiſterial duty to my own, and the *Peoples better Edification. 
Does the VVorld think it is nothing to Miniſters, that have a 
concern for the Peoples Souls to ſee how little this VVorſhip is 

> wp 


done 
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dane to Edifying 2 How great a guilt lies upon their Congregati- 
ons upon that very account | Surely guilt enough to lay them low 
in miſery. * And the ſenſe of this put me upon another Deſign, 

( which was firſt in my intention ) a ſhort piece Argumenta- 
tive for Cor. formity to the Prayers. And thereite firſt to ſatis fie. 
Peoples Conſciences in a peaceable Submiſſion and Communion in 
this Werſhip, though they do.not like every thing in it beſt, I 
urge, that they themſelves will not ſuffer their Children and Ser- 
wants to leave their Worſhip in their Families , under pretence 
that auothers is better But the Governours Authority over the 
ſeveral Families in the Nation reacheth as far as theirs in their 
own Family,/in all things, Sin only excepted, ſo fa as they may 
be obeyed without diſobeging God, Secondly, To gxcite them to 
a Devout uſe ef the *Prayers, with ſome Helps and Dire&ions 
for their Edification in it, Thirdly , To keep them within the 
Bounds of Chriſtian Charity, towards thoſe that differ from ws';, 
as knowing that without Charity allis nothing worth, Time and 
Opportunity called for this firſt , though leſs ſtudied or accurate , 
and plain in its Language. ; 

Third eMotive was a compaſſionate Concern for ſome, who have 
ſuffered much by the ſeverity of the Laws, and a deſire to prevent 
their future ſufferings, 1 know there are thoſe, that diſſent 
from this Worſhip, that would, very heartily would, if their Con- 
ſciences bad been ſatisfied , have Conformed, to it ; If they did 
zot, they knew they were like to pay for it : "But by ſuch Con- 
ceſſuons as to take them in, they will be ſafe for the future from 


fear of Trouble and Sufferings, 


Fourth Motive was a deſire to do my part towards the reme- 
dyirg the Evils which have eventually followed the Af 
for Uniformity. And ſurely in an Age, that hath ſmarted ſo: 
much, as this hath done for Contentions about theſe Common- 
Prayers, it concerns every one to put to his helping hand. I ſhall 
conclude with a *Pathetical and Afﬀetionate Speech of that 'Re- 
werend Prelate, Dy. Hall, who uſed to ſay, War with none: 

but: 


? 


The Preface. 
" but Rome and Hell, and was « true Son of "Peace. Biſhop Hall's 
Works, p. 426. © But thou,' O Lord! How long 8 How 

 & long ſhall thy poor Church fee'the Dear Sons of her Womb 
' «bleeding abont theſe Apples of Strife 2 ( Speaking of ſome things 
* iz the Common Prayers, Ceremonies eſpecially.) Ie , "Mex: , 
| & "Brethren, and Fathers help, for Gods ſake put to your hands 
&« fer the quenching of theſe Common Flames : The one ſide by © 
«* Humility and Obedience, the other by Compaſſion (i. e.' to 
&« the weak and unſatisfied) both by *Pragers and Tears , that 
* ſo that Paſſage in His Majeſties Declaration may take Effe# 
«* for Eftabliſhing ſach Laws, as ſhould make a good Agreement 
* between the Church of England; and Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
e1Nag that Agreement be in the Worſhip of God. The Great God 
of Heaven, and every Truc-hearted Proteſtant ſay Amen to it. - 


. 


Arguments 
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Arguments for Conceſſions and Alterations in 
the Common-Prayer, . and in the Kites and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, in 
order to the deſired Onion in Worſhip. 


Ertainly that man is no friend to Church and State, who is 

an enemy to their Peace and Union in matters of Religion : 

For, as the Eminent Mr. Le Moys of Holland faith, 1n his 

Letter to his Lordſhip, the preſent Biſhop of Londoy, at 

| the end of Urreaſonableneſs of Separation, Tn England the 
good of Chinch and State depends abſolutely upon Union of the People 


in point of Religion, and one cannot there preſs an Union too much : 


For there is never like to be an effetual Reformation of Peoples. un- / 


reformed Lives without an Union, wheri Conforming and Noncon- 
forming Miniſters may joyn- together, encourage, and affiſt each 
other in that bleſſgd work. And as to.an Union, Mr. Baxrer in his 


| Life and Death of Sir Matthew Hale, faith, p. 19, 20. that the ſaid 


Judge told him, the only means to heal us was a new Act of Unifor- 
mity, Therefore I ſhall apply my ſelf to the Governours of the 
Church that are Lawfully called, and. have Authority to. appoint and 
alter matters of this nature, reſpecting the Service and Worſhip of 
God. - I ſhall in all Humilicy recommend to the Governours Confide- 
ration ſome Arguments for Conceffions and Alterations in the Common, 
" Prayer ; and then in the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 
land : And to ſhow that I am not alone, and that it is not a project 
of my own, Which hath no countenance or eficouragement from 
others, I ſhall mention greater Names in favour of the ſame Argu- 
ment, and urge their concurrence ; and that ſhall be my firſt Plea. 


Foſf 


*, 


11 .. CON 
Firſt Plea, For ſome Conceſſions and Alterations in this Worſhip, 
becauſe there are {ome things which, in the judgment of ſeveral emi- 
_nent Conformiſts, may be altered without any detriment or diſhonour 
tothe Church. Divers Reverend Biſhops and Doctors, in a Paper 
in Print, before the unhappy Wars in King Charles I. Reign, yielded 
to the laying aſide of the Croſs, and the making many material Alte- 
rations ;- as the Archbiſhop of Armagh, the Biſhop of Lincoln, Dr. 
Prideaux, "Dr. Ward, Dr. Brownrigg, Dr. Featly, met together by 
Order of the Lords, at the Biſhop of LZincolns in Weſt mi Per, (be- 
ſides ſome Innovations in- Diſcipline given in) hinted their deſire of 
the Alteration of many things in the Book, of Common-Prayer, as the 
Reading of the Pſalms according to the New Tranſlations ; Leſſons 
of Canonical Scripture inſtead of the Aporrypha ; leaving -our the 
Hymn of Benedicite, and the ſaying Gloria Patri after every Pſalm ; 
changing with my Body I thee Worſhip, into theſe, 7 give thee Power 
over my Body ; I Abſolve thee in the Viſitation of the Sick into theſe, 
I pronounce thee Abſolved, &c. Grand Debate, p. 31. | 
Again,the Biſhop of Armagh, p.130, 131. from Dr. Barnard, to this 
effect ; That for the healing of thoſe diſtractions and diviſions among 
Miniſters,and others,and the moderating of each extream, in relation to 
the uſe of the Licurgy,whereby there might be a return of that wiſhed 
for Peaceand Unity, which of late years we have been ſtrangers to, 
he conceived ſome prudent and moderate accommodation might be 
thought of by wiſe men, in order to the continuance” of the ſubſtan- 
tial part, each ſide yielding ſomewhat after the example of St. Pal, 
Rom. 14. Idem, Diretions aboat the Liturgy ; After his Vindicattor> 
of the Liturgy, yet it cannot be denied but that there are 24vi in pul- 
chro corpore ; and as it were to be wiſhed that rhefe were altered, fo 
it were to be done without much noiſe. | 
Ex Bana, Upon the Ordinance againſt the Common Prayer, Sett. 4. 
' Our publick Liturgy, or Forms of conſtant Prayers, muſt be aboliſh- 
/ ed and not amended in what upon fgee and publick advice might ſeem 
to ſober men inconvenient for matter or manner,to which I ſhould eafily 
conſent. 1dem, To the Prince of Wales ; In this Church I charge you | 
to perſevere, as coming neareſt try Gods. Word, with ſome little 
amendment, &c. _ | 
King Charles the Seconds Declaration from Breda,* 1660. Since 
we find ſome exceptions made againſt ſeveral things | in the Lt- 
rurgy, we will appoint an equal number of Divines, of both per- 


ſwahons, to review the ſame, and to make ſuch alterations as ſhall 
| be 


I 


- mer place, inthe Office 0 Firma, and fo the preſent excepti- 
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"be thought moſt neceſſary, and ſome additional Forms ; and it ſhall 


beleft tothe; Miniſter to chuſe one or other. In the mean, time we 
defire that Minjfters would read thofe parts, againſt which there lie 
no exceptions'z yet in compaſſion to thoſe thar ſcruple. it, our will 
and. pleaſure is, that none be puniſhed or troubled for not uſing it, 


- until ice effectually Reformed, as aforefaid, 
.. The Biſhop of Corks Proteft ant Peacemaker, p.29. What moſt of 


the Diſenters waald be ar, (no Licurgy, no Epiſcopacy,) may not 


be, cannot be without Schiſm ; we are ready to facrifice all we can: 


otherwile to the publick peace and ſafety. * /dem p. 33. But notwith- 


' ſtanding what 1 have faid of the excellency, both of the Common-- 


Prayers, and of Cathedral Performances, I donot conceive the altera- 
tion-of an Expreſſion, or here and there of a whole Prayer or two by 
Law, -or difpenſing with ſome Ceremonies ; I do not conceive, ſuch 
relaxation as this would break the Harmony and Beauty of our Wor- 
ſhip, - or diſturb the Union-and Peace. of our Church, There are 
ſome Collects, and perhaps Rubricks too, which with all duty and 
ſubmiſſion, '1 humbly conceive might be altered for the better.. 
Page 118, 119-- 163 2th 5 "PCH: &; 
Mr. Hales in his TraCt of Schiſm, 'p. 215. Propounds it as a re- 


medy to prevent Schiſm, to have all Liturgies, - and, publick Forms 


of Service ſo framed, as that they admit not of particular and pri- 
vate fancies, -but contain only ſuch things in which all Chriſtians da 
agree - Prayer, Confeſſion, Thanksgiving, Readingof- Scriptures in, 


_ the moſt plain and ſimple manner, were matter enough to furniſh out 


a ſufficient Liturgy, though nothing either of private Opinion; or of 


Church Pomp, of Garments, or preſcribed Geſtures, of Imagery, - 


or Muſick, - of matter concerning the Dead, of many ſuperfluities 
which creep into the Church ynder the names of Order and Decency, 


.did interpole it ſelf. 


[The great Dean of St. Pauls in the Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, 
Pref. About the Book of Common-Prayer, it ought to be conſidered, 
whether for ſatisfaction of the ſcrupulous, ſome more doubrful and 
obſcure paſſages may not yet be explained, or amended ? Whether 
the zew Tranſlation of the Pſalms were not fitter tobe uſed, eſpecially 
in-Parochial Churches ? Whether portions of Canonical Scriptare 
were not better put inſtead of Apocrypha Leſſons ? Whether the Ru- 
brick, about the Salvation of Infants might not be reſtored to irs for- 


ons 


, - 
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ons againſt i be femoved ? Whetherthoſe Expreffonswhich fuppoe' 
the” {frift exercile of Diſcipline it Birying the Deaditwere nor! better. 
left at'Ziberry in our preſent caſe? Such a review made'by Wiſe and 
Peaceable Men, not given to wrath and difputing, 'may be fo:far-from: 
being a diſhonour to this Church, that it may add to the glory of 
it.— And whether uſing the Liturgy, and Approbation and Promiſe 
of the uſe of jt, may not be fufficienc inftead of the late Form of de- 
claring their Aﬀ/ent and Conſent, which'hath been fo' much ferapled: 
Rr Brannenys ©! 15299558 0277 12 (Th CEIS woult om 
True flate of the Primitive Church, p. 23. Now in Chriſt I'hom- 
bly befeech the Governonrs of the Church, calmly to conſider, were 
it not better to have fuch a Form of Service as would: ſatisfie:moſt. 
The Fathers of our Church wher they Reformed this Natiori from 
pery, were defirous to fetch off as many as they could, - retaining 
for this cauſe all the Ceremonies and Forms of 'Prayer they' could, 
with a good rectifted Conſcience, Some other things F could men- 
tion in the. Book- of Common-Prayer (though not i in' themſelves) 
yet fit:to be altered; and would obviouſly-appear to every wiſe man, 
once reſolved to compole ſuch a Form as to take in met of: this Na'- 
tion ; which I humbly conceive Governors ſhould in Conſcience en- 
deavour, becoming all things to all men to gain fome, though ' not all, 
yet happily gain all in procets of time. Ag ESR 
Principles and Praftifes of Moderate Divines, &c. They would be- 
very glad, if fome things-that moſt offend were taken ont of ' the way, 
_ particularly, that there wir be no expreſſions in our Forms of 
Prayer, that contain difputable and uncertam Doctrines, p. 335, Vid: 
Mr. Wakes Sermon on Roz. 15. 5, 6, 7. p: 23, And that no fuch 
weight be laid on leffer things, as that they ſhould be- inlifted on to 
the endangering thofe of an higher nature, -and hazarding the Chur- 
ches Proſperity and: Peace. | £1 fo IE 3-9 
Serious and Compaſs Enquiry into the cauſes Ge. That it will 
be no Hypocritical tergiverfation, no wrong either to our Religion, 
or our Cunſciences, if when the cafe fo requires tt, we change any 
phraſe of Speech, how. fit. ſoever im our apprehenfion, for one lets 
fit, but more acceptable and currant ; or any Rite or Ceremony that 
we have great kindnefs for, for'one that is more grateful unto others, 
and that according to the faying of the Lord Baron, we learn of the: 
elder times what is lawful, and-of the preſent what is fitteſt. 
: #r,DeL Angles Learer to hi; Lardfbip, the preſent B.of London; Tam 


lure, 


x 
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Cure, .that if there yrduamors ory on cure your Diviſions Juc 
the. abflaining from JomeExpeetiions, the quoting tome. Ceremotues, 
.and theichanging of the.colour of {ome Habits, you would reſolve.to 
do:that,” aud fomeching more difficult than that with great pleature. - 

| Conformifts Plea far the Nonconformiſis, Part 3. Pref. It is clear 
there-miuſt be a Lirurgy 3 and very many, even to Dr. Sherlock., 
mention fome Alterations 1 .the-ſeveral parts. of jt, as deſirable and 
advidabte : | Without any poſitivearrogance in Imatter of this nature, 
1 do offer my-abſcrvation. . Some that:expect much profit by Preach- 
ing, 'do-think firft and ſecond Service too long and tireſome : Others 
that care leſs for Preaching, are very bufie-in the Interlocutory parts 
of the Service, grow careleſs, and too often prate (and ftare about 
and whiſper) in the Lefſons, and fleep under our. Sermons ; -- both; are 
too long for themalfo. ' All that I wall-tuggeſt in the laft cate is; | Firlh, 
That the {ſecond Service or Commumion-Service, may be then only 
read, when there is a Communion, or when there is. no Sermon ['up- 
on Holy-days].. Secondly, That only one of the chree /Creeds be 
uled ar one time, inthe fame Service. | Thirdly, That the fo often 
Repetitionsof the-iprds-Prayer-in the ſame: Service may:ibe kmited, 
All cannot, moſt do- nor: keep Curats ':''The work: of Reading:the 
ordinary firſt and {econd Service, beſides incidental Offices, as 'Bap- 
tiſm, Churchings, &c. make it very-expenlive to moſt mens Strength 
and Spirits, venta to the People ; and the conſtant neceſiary 
work of Preaching and: Catechiſing 4s hardly. endured by the young 

and healrhful, but impoſſible to be perfarmed by the infirm -and:aged, 

[And therefore in King EÞard VI. days,fome Minifters were diſpenſ- 

ed with in. not Reading the whole, as Grand Debare mentions, 'p. 5.J 

It is true indeed if a mans Conſcience will bear it,-a Miniſter may be 
both ſhort and feldom in the Pulpit ; | bur then it-is with :two great 

hazards :' Firſt, Of lofing his Audirory,' or of /his:Auditories great 

los to their Souls. This humble Propoſal. for omitting the ſecond 

Service, hath a fair Countenance from the Rubricks ; | Rubrick the 

laſt, immediately before the Lo:ds Prayer hath a ſuppoſition that the 
Communion is Celebrated every Lords day, &c. :. TT wack 


. I meanto conclude with an' excellent Citation from Biſhop. Taylor, 
Dutt; Dubir. p. 375. In Ritualsand Ceremonies, and little c:rowny- 
flances of Eccleſiaſtical Offices, and Forms of Worſhip, in the pun- 
ctualities of Rubricks, in the order of Colledts, in the number of 
Prayers, - and fulneſs of the Office upon +a reaſonable cauſe, or induce- 
£03; | B 2 _ ment 
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ment to the omiſſion or alteration ; theſe things are ſo little; and--fit- 
to'be entruſted to the conduct of thoſe ſober," obedient,” andigrave 
perſons, who are:thought fir to be entrufted.with the Cure of: Sols:: 


&« And things of : ſuch little concernment are fo. apt to' yield to/any . 


<<. wiſe mans reaſons, and ſudden occaſions, and accidents, and little 


<« and great Cauſes, that theſe were the fitteft inſtances of this Rule 
& (43, ce. of 'Latitude) if Superiours would not make toomuch of little 
<« things. All: juſt Governments give 'the largeſt. interpretation - to 
<< Churches Orders in theſe things, to- perſons of: a peaceable-Mind 
& and obedient Spirit, that ſuch circumſtances. may. not paſs-into a 
<« ſolemn Religion ;- and the Zeabof ood Men, their Caution - and 
<. Curioſity may not be ſpent in that which doth not profit. © Jn. many 


« calesa Latirude according. to Equity may be-preſumed-; . but if-it 


be expreſly denied -it may not be uſed : 'Which is the caſe of our. Con- 
formiſts as to thoſe thipgs, wherein a Latitude might be taken accord- 
ing to the Law of Equity, when they carry ſome confiderable incon- 
venience along with them,” and reaſon for the contrary ; yet we be- 
ing ſtrictly bound up by the Church, it muſt bring a guilt upon: the 
perſons, diſturb their peace:of Conſcience, and:prove vexatious and 
troubleſome to them+rhat way, if they often offend in. theſe matters, 
And this I preſume to. bethe caſe of thoſe, who in their. common pra- 
Rice: do not come up tg the ſtrictneſs of. their bounden and promiſed 
Conformity, though in ſome cafes, when. extra caſum ſcandali &: 
contemptus, they may: do otherwiſe than the- expreſs Letter: of the 


_Law requires, and be pens as our Caſuiſts affirm.. 


I beg the favour with all Humility, and with Submiſſion to:the Will 
and Wiſdom of our Governours, to offer to their Conſideration ; 
whether it were not deſirable to have a Prayer for particular Graces 
in the Evening Service, (the Petitioning part being leſs perfect then) 
and at ſuch times when: the Lerany is not uſed. We have ſuch a 
Prayer in the Whole Duty of Man, called. a: Prayer for Grace, com: 
prehenſive of particular Graces. And then no doubt, the- uſe. of it 
would be more acceptable in Fanulies than it. is now, when it runs 
out ſo much in Interceſſions, and ſo little: in- Petition. 

- Again 1 offer ro. their Conlideration. ; whether the Hymns and 
Ofgices of Praiſe after the Leſſons, ( ts pros in the Evening Ser- 
vice) are not become lefs edifying uw their prefent uſe, where thaſe 
Spiritual Songs are barely Read, (as in Pariſh Churches) and.not. 
Surg 3 there being ne way of Singing, or an Harmonious Reading, of 
. them 


| © 
them uſeful. and. edifying., though another way: not ſo-.much 
to Edification, nt few. underſtand it in the.way:.of.an An- 
ESTA EIS OT 
Whither Ty Wiſdom of our Governours: may not- ſee m_ to for- 
bear thoſe Anthems wholly. in. Paryſh Churches, or to leave the uſe of 
them indifferent, or limit them pro bhic-.& munc, according as times of 


| Joy and Victory require our Praile ,.or. [other times 1of Humiliation 
_ toforbear them... |. + 5 25992 50 wtyvieritles gd blue: 

- One thing more beg leave to offer ; If our Governours ſee reaſon. 
 toalter any thing in the Baptiſmal Office, about the ſign of the Crols, 
" Sureties, orelſewhere; whether ic were not defirable to; have ſome 
ſuch Scriptures inſerted, as Job 25.4. 14. 4. How can he:be clean 
that is born of a Woman : Who can bring. a; clean thing. out of an un- 
cleaz ; that Parents may ſee their Childrens Condition; fince>the fall , 
defil'd with Sin, polluted and unclean.; and 1b theirigreat -need of the 
Grace of Baptiſm, to be. waſhed. and cleanſed: through: the Blood of 
Chriſt from their. Natural pollution and defilement: by Sin. If this 
were, but clearly expreſſed, and. well underſtood. as it would be one 
of. the ſtrongeſt Argyments,$ r Infant -Bapriſin-from. their; Childrens 
need. of the Baptiſmal Grace , 10. it would be.a good preſeryarive: 
- againſt. Anabaptiſm. | | | 


s . 


. And as tothe General Thankſgiving, perhaps it were to be-defired, 
that to the Ren pmption by . Jeſus Chrat , and the Means, of. Grace , 

were added, and.for the Spirit.of Grace fanRifying an. Holy. Catho- 
lick Church, .and for .the Forgiveneſs. of Sins which we believe and: 
hope for, and the.Reſurrection of the Body. unto Eternal-Life. Some 
have thought. our: Thankſgiving too general, in that thereis:no men-- 
tign. made. in ig. of SanCtification. If any of thele thinggapprove it 

telf unto, our Governours,, . my Labour ; is: not- loſt. - Our: of this 

variety I dovbt.not, ; but that their Wiſdom knows what to chuſe,, /as- 
(hall, be. moſt for God's Glory, and the Churches Edification.... 

; W-.-t47 For Conceſſions and Alterations in. the Common Prayer, 

becauſe thar Worſhip according to the Acjs for Uniformity-, or: the. 
exceeding {irictuels of the Enjoyn'd Conformity to ir, hath been-occas - 
wong22. or at leaſt eventually Evil. | 

..,Firft , In reſpect of our Unchriſtian. Diviſions and Separation. 
T hole that diſlike this Worſhip, (as there have been ſuch the 
Diviſions in Queen aries dayes at Frankford) and refule to joyn in 
bn | it, 


1-4 - C8) 
ir;-wherherdo theyiulnally-betake themſelves bur 'tofepatating , and 
Korn, ty ae learns he hoferhac hr Goji ' og 
nite fn bis own Projers;/ 4p | 
Prayers aboweCany: other” Worlhip.- Hence are fo inany 
Sects -andQpinions among vs, that out Nation 13 ſcandalous upon 
thataccount -among' other Proteſtants,” who' have a'-commor taying, 
Hulf-England:ismot-of the Church of England. Good God! What 
woukdbecome'sf Peace and:Urnien; 4:ove and Charity, !iF'the'next Age 
ſhould be as fruitful of Sets and Parties , and differ #n-their-Modes 
of 'Worthip; as'much; 45'the preſent hath done, whereinthy Church 
hath been ſomilerably divided ?- Howlong', OLord:, the Author of 
Peace, and Ioverof Coneotd,' wil't thou fwffer: fuck Confufion in the 
Chunchesvf the Saints. | +1: 994, 21 e199 TSHU ROTH THLOG, £2, 
_ -»2:.v This Warſhip/ywith' the Pirel Laws Ecclefiaftical and Civil, 
tharintorced rhe: AQ for Uniformiy /'Hath beeri' occafionally ,, or_at 
teaſt exentuallyevil, -by bringing br Cfering upon the contrary- 
minded. Many formerly choſe rather to leave their Native Country, 


x14 ſhelterithemſclves in'New-Enpland , than endure the Severities . 


chen,- and Conventions before the High Commiſſion Court. And if T 

C Id Speak ofthe Preſentments and Exconmrnications; the Fining, 
| Fmprifoning; and Confinement from Corporations in latter years, it 
would be no more pleaſing to ſome to hear of, them, than it was to 
others touffer them. Ah how: harſh did theſe things ſound in the 
Ears of Merciful Men ,”-4nd the Reformed Churches abroad ,” thar 
Pevteſtants-ſhonld be worrying-one'another,: og gevoring one 
© -anvther;,\ and doingthe”Enemies wotk for him,” who. ſcornfully rejoy- 
ced-at it, and uled re/fay , Give the Hereticks Rope enough , and 
they wouldhang themſelves: -* But Blefſed be God:who hath taken 
away the occaſion of theſe Evils, :and done that effeCtuatly by the pre- 
{ent Parliament which the Prececding would” haye done,” as we are 
formed i the Memorial from the E7ghſh Proteſtants to His Highneſs 
the Prince of Orange”, p. 28. - Forr of our Succeeding Parlidments 
pereaiped the abuſe of thefe Penal Laws, and the miſchief thereby to 


 Celeavus Chriſtians ; anddeclared their intention of relieving them, 
if the King would have permitted them,, yer they endeavoured to 


ſtop the Execution of them, and dfſired: a Setttement- of Liberty 'of 


Conltiefice as is due ro Chriſtians.” Kdien now to thefe Preſentments, 
Fines, Iimprifonments,' Excommunications', Troubling the Peace of 


bours ; 


ee PRO ALT 


oer Neighbours ; -and too often it hath 'been our peaceable Neigh-. 


( 919). 


lutfered comparatively 


hat foftered,,, were $90-manys 


is-fayes y,gccalioned.. much, 


if not beginning by the Impoſition of the Liturgy on Scortand,! for, an 


Graces: haye: been rendred. in a-great meaſure unſerviceable, to the 


Nonconformity. 


5; This'Werſh 


Conſequence (which too offen- followed). Excommunicatian and, Law 


priſonment, 


OO (ro) 
priſonment; many Minifters and Church-Wardens: werg more. back- 
| Lrard ANF WORE ons '2:\Their CoAlbiences would tier ſiffef therti't s 
work fuck ill-and tr6ublers' their” Chriſtian Brethren Fellow Prore- 
ſtants,' Loving Neiphbours; for ſome {mall difference in lefſer Trat- 
ters not deſtructive of their Salvation. And no doubt but the Wil- 
dom of our Governours ſaw: the Evil and Inconvenience of thoſe 
teverities. - When they :took away' the Penal Laws thar made [the 
br x ht eh -and 'AQ (for Uniformity fo terfible' to the cconrary- 
m : Vet £24k es I YC BrE989 0: Ct 
Arg. 3. For Proof that the Common Prayer , according to the 
Atts for Uniformiry, is inconvenient in ſome reſpect, '-and/may ad- 
mir of Alteration, becaufe of - the great diſguſts; and'almoſt invincible 
prejudices of People , (eſpecially tri the 'Country ) againſt this Wor- 
ſhip, or at leaſt ſome things therein. Cars Peaceable Aroderator , or 
Plain Confreerations' for Reriif tion to the diſaffected to our (Common= 
_ Prayers, In the Preface, many tumble much at our Book of Common 
Prayers; and fome of them, 1 take to be good Chriſtians , honeft , 
moderate, well-meaning People, -and have found by experience much 
of their difaffection to it doth Iye' npen»their miſtake through Igno+ 
Tance, "not peeviſh wilfulneſs. Afterall -our Preaching and-Inſtructi- 
on, and Exhortations in behalf of the Common Prayer, we do not find 
that ſucceſs which we uſe to have in other matters, and which. we 
might expect, if their prejifdice were not ſo-deeply rooted in them, 
and too mighty for us. The' difficulty is'great , 'becauſe the guilt of 
People is great.” Where People have often finned any Sin, the harder 
it. is to repent : And how often have mJy been preſent at theſe Prayers ? 
Yet, I fear, ſcarce ever prayed heartily and acceprably. Again , 
Sins deſcending. from Parents to' their Children ,- are harder to' be 
worked out of them; 'but prejudices againſt this Worſhip have been 
tranſmitted down from Parents, and as it were entailed. upon ſome 
Families: So that there is as little hopes of gaining them over, as for 
bringing Men off from the Religion of their Anceſtours; which com- 
monly proves unſucceſsful. | 
- Again the Commonnels of this Guilt, were it but two or three in a 
Congregation that were prejudiced againſt it , there were the more 
hopes, that by the Examples of others they might be recovered: Bur 
when it is a great; (if not the greater) part of the Congregation , thar 
is not heartily reconciled to this Worſhip (as I fear 'it is in roo many 
Pariſhes.) It is the greater difficulty, when the Diſeaſe is ſo gene: 
1 ral, 


(4x 
al, when the Infection hath ſpread it ſelf fo much, to cure it 
\ There is- coo -much..-proof of Peoples: prejudices, in that the 
number is ſo ſmall, ſo few that.come to the Prayers upon the Ho- 
ly Dayes; and yet the-Church is ſo exceedingly full ar a Funeral 
Sermon , (or any other preaching time, ) when People are not 
"much. longer at Church.than on tome Holy Dayes And on the * 
Lord's Day there are few that will come to the Prayers, to be pre- 
{ent at the whole Service, mn hard Speeches againſt chem, tome 
reviling ther , as the Maſs- » Popiſh,, Superſtitious will Wor- 
ſhip , Prayers of courſe a cold dead piece of Formality. "There 
are ſo many-Objections, Scruples, aud Cavils againſt ir, as dulland 
tedivus for the length of itz as a Form-of others making, and not .the 
Miniſters own; as Book-Prayers ſlighted by the vulgar upon that 
account, who ſay they' can read the Common Prayer-as well as the 
Parſon, ; againft the Reſponſes, though uled among the Jews and 
Primitive Chriſtians z againſt, the ſhorc Prayers ; and Hymps read 
(and not ſung,) :di{uſed both in our other Devotions, more common- 
ly but one! continued Prayer without ony intermixture; againſt ſome 
chin cenſured as vain Repetitions; and againſt the Ceremonies uſed 
in the Worſhip. _. As to particular exceptions you may find enough, 
if not more than enough in the Grand Debate between the Conformitts 
and Nonconformiſts :* How. theſe prejudices may. be: in«a great mea-- 
{ure abated; .anftitaken away, I ſhalt how. as: the/benefit of Union, 
That' a Comprehenſion of the more ſober and moderate' Difſenters 
might doit in.rime.  _ >] | 
 Evils of this Prejudice. 361 
Firſt, :It is the cauſe'ef the ſcandalous abuſe and profanatian of Ho- 
ly Dayes:,::ilf People were unprejudiced, an Hour ſpent in devout ; 
Prayer and: Praiſes,: due Attention-untothe Word of God, and fome- 
time in oo? inſtruction of Youth, and Explication upon the Church- 
Catechilme ,.or Expoſition, of the Epiſtle and Goſpel of the Day , 
would turn to fome good account ; and the Evening Service uſed to, 
as appointed on Holy Dayes ; but prejudice mars and hinders all this 
from taking effect, and makes ur Holy-Dayes uſeleſs in many Pa- 
rithes, a loſs and hindrance rather than advantage to Religion.  - | 
Secondly, It hath occaſioned much diſhonour to God on the Lord's 
Day. Firſt, By a great negkeR of this Worſhip, feveral my 
from it, and ſtaying till the Prayers Al over before they come, - 


1! gal 


loſipgthe benefit-of this Worſhip: wholly z . which-is commonly the 
. bigger half of God's Worſhip on the- Forenoons, and the whole Sex- 
vice of God in many Parifhes in theAfrernpon; 'there -being5nv' Ser- 
mon, nur Catechiſing , nor at leaſt no- Explication of Carechiſme: 
And is it nothing for 1o many People in many Pariſhes to loſe the'be- 
nefit of half God's tolemn Worſhip? Nodoubt but they are' highly 
guilry before God, and will - be found fo at that day , when Sins 
which the World counts light of, ſhall appear in their juſt. weight of 
Guike according to the Word of God. Again Secondly, It occaſions 
much diſhonour to God: on - his own day , by reaſon of Peoples great 
unprofitableneſs in this Duty ; many preſent at it , manifeſting ſuch a 
careleſs Spirit, as if they were not worſhipping God ; doing any thing 
rather than that: Some waiting '. with great mpatience, until the 
Prayers be at an end, as if there wereno _ to be gotten by them. 
Fow is it to be expected , that ir ſhould be done to edifying., until 
Peoples prejudices be removed ? - That their Hearts ſhould be right and 
devout in a Worſhip, which their minds are not reconcil'd unto ? 
'They muft be brought-ro ſome good liking of it, as-a trueand ſound 
Worſhip of God, tuch as God will own; before they will ſerve God 
with the Internal Acts of Devotion, be Spirirual and acceptablewith- 
him in his Worſhip. And if it be little to you to-neglect this Worſhip, 
or loſe the benefit of it when you do perform phy wag praying as if 
you pray'd not, and ſo-you may expect: that God:ſhould hearas if he 
heard not, and give you a'cold Anſwer to ſuch-cold andfaint Requeſts; 
And it is to be feared, that the Iukewarmneſvatidindifferency of ina- 


ny.(not the worſt of Chriſtians) in this Worſhip will hardly 'conſift: - 


with their Everlaſting Welfare,much leſs atrain-the'ends of Devotion. 
Thirdly., Conlider | Debug Thar this grear abuſe of God's VVor- 
ſhip, and unprofitable performance of it; is-like ro'be an hindrance to. 
you, as to God's Bleffmp/on-:the remaining Duties : 'Andwill:thar do 
- no hurt, if the Prayers: (as-ſome think) ' will do-no good ?'V Ve are 
forbid to: quench the. Spirir and his Grace - Imagine we Men tobe war» 


med and fervent in Spirit, and in-frame for- Holy things at their firſt 


oy to-Church, this: Heavenly! warmth and zeal muſt needs be 

quen 

VVorſhip. | | Fe, vi 
You know, one Sin grieves the Hdly Spirit; and nakeshim withdraw 


him 


- 


ed and*cooled: by their dult- and dead:hearted formality in this | 


furcherfrom us : One Duty carelefly-and negligemly performed makes 
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him the more unwilling to aſſiſt. in other duties. They that regard 
not the Word read, God will regard them the leſs in the Word prea- 
ched. They that give'not God the Honour in his Praiſes due to his 
Name, God will vegard their Prayers the leſs : And'if your firſt pray- 
ing.in the publick Prayers be turned into Sin, ſhall not their latter 
Service be leſs acceptable with him, than if every Duty and every 


Service were- performedin a Spiritual manner to. Edifying ? | 


. Again Thirdly; The Peoples Prejudice and: i!] Opinion of ſome 


things in this Worſhip does work in them. an ill Opinion. of the Go- 


vernours.in Church and State, -who' enjoyn them. ' hey are ready to 
think, that the Governours have little care and concern for the' good 
of their Souls, little regard ts their Edification, why continue thoſe 
chings which in-their Judgments are no edifying ,' and their continu- 
ance-not withſtanding all the- Objections and Exceptions againſt them; 


Again Fourthly., Their prejudice hindereth them from diſcerning 
what is good, or uſeful, and excellent, in. the Common Prayer, and 
ditpoſeth them on-the contrary to cavil , and find: fault with it, in 


 whar is inconvenient, | wr nomrtwr doubtful and obſcure paſſages, and. 
7 


to ſtretch every thing tothe worlt ſenſe; -even beyond the intention 
and. deſign of them, when a ps, 7 approbarion of it would. 
difpoſe them ro. judge Charitably ; and:Charity, you-know, covers 4 
multitude of leſſer faults. | bs 


. Cure of theſe” Prejudices. Tdoubt not, but that (by the Bleſſing. 
of God) ſuch Conceſſions and Ahterations in the Common Prayers , as 
to take, in our Difſenting Brethren. (as cerrainly the more {ober and 
moderate Miniſters of the -Presbyterian Perſwaſion- would come in 
upon ſome. Conceſhons,) would weaken-much-Peoples Scruples/and 
Objections againſt- the Prayers. For. we know:, 101 mini exempla 
trabunt quam.precepta decent, the People are-lead' by the Example of 
their. Teachers,. as-much, as by. their Dectrines: When chey-Thall 
find the ableſt Miniſters among the Difſentevs ro-tead;” and cornform'to. 


It in their Practice, and in their Preaching to defend and vindicate it, 


exhort and-per{wade others:to confoxm'thereumw,5(asever} theiOld. 


| Nonconformiſts, not to the Prayers; butts theCeremonies; /andirhe 


{ubicription by Canor, uſed to do) the People (at leaſt in ſome confi- 
gerable meaſure) may come to be convinced of their Errour in the dif-- 
I C2 - eſteem, 
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eſteem of theſe Prayers ; Beſides, that their Prejudices , Opinionative 
Conceits, .and-Scruples: will fall of chemſelves, when the things that 
offend them are' taken out of the way. "Then People will profit more, 
. when prejudice is-abared , and be aſhamed 'ro*carry. themſelves ſo 
negligently, and contempruouſly, as before ; and the whole Worſhip 
of God, the Prayers and Office of the Desk as well as of the Pulpit be 
done to Edifying, not claſhing one againſt another, nor contending for 
the Pre-eminence ; Holy-Dayes of the Churches appointment by' that 
means will be more improved, as Peoples prejudices againſt the Ser- 
vice ſhall ceaſe or decay ; and we may hope to ſee the Lord worſhip- 
ped in the Beauty of Holyneſs, and {ſomewhat like the Zeal and De- 
votion, Grace and Spirit which the Primitive Chriſtians manifeſted in 
their Formsof Frayer : Whereas now we bear only or chiefly a Con- 
formiry to them in: the External Modes of our Worſhip, while we 
have loſt the inward Life, and keep the Form of their Godly, Prayers 
without that Power and Spiritual Aﬀection which they had ; as 
Tertullian tells us, Beſieging Gcd with their Prayers, as it were pier- 
cing the Heavens to the Throne of Grace, doing Violence unto it , te 
take Heaven, or Heavenly and Spiritual Bleſhngs by. force. W'e are 
told too, how forward the Primitive Chriſttans uſed to be, and earneſt 
* to be preſent at the beginning of their Worſhip, with Sighs and Tears 
in their Eyes, manifeſting their Internal and unfeigned Devotion. And 
Q if Peoples prejudices ſhould once be overcome, and they come to-any 
\good Appetite to this Spiritual Food, they would be as ſure to come 
/ o the beginning of God's VVorſhip , as commonly they do to- the 
gong of a Feaſt, or at leaſt few that will ſtay until that is over 
before they .come; and few that would loſe the benefit of ſo much of 
God's V Vorſhip, as they do by coming late , and worſhipping God in 
an outward lifeleſs way, without an inward Conformity ; which is 
the unhappineſs of our times, and is never. like ta: be remedied while 
Peoples ptejudices continue, andthe things that .they. diſguſt , as the 
length of the Prayers, the often uſe of the Lord's Prayer , the Sign of 
the Croſs, Reading the Second Service at-the Communion Table, of 

Altar, with bowing towards it, Godfathers, &c. ; 


tg. 3. For Alteration in the Prayers is from the difference of the 
preſent Caſe, from that at the Reformation. | CRE 


Firſt, 


q 6 
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neceſſary 


own 'Prayers (: 


;:faund in Doctrine —— "was profirabley:if ot; 


._ own, though a Form. .. But:now. there: is\more- ight- and Ktiowſedpe 
*U in theſe.days, (to Zjve. that Arguizenr-a juſb weight): inforiuch,: thas 
if- Miniſters be-not vetyidle and negligent,: fo main} good” Baoks*of 


was it. more fafe upon the ſame account: -For itis: o__ ouRule in 

ange be no 
ne extream 
into another : And that \Change which they, did miake'in the Wor- 


all Changes in-Bodies Natural and Political, that the Ch 
' more then needs muſt, it being dangerous to run from o 


ſhip, - was not without ts danger; : for. in 


Devoxſbire and' Coriiwall 


there was a Rebellion-upon the account of changing their Worthip': 
But there. would be no.danger of Rebellion now upon' ſome juſt 'alte- 
rations; It cauſed one indeed in Scotlaxd (as before) which -infected_ 
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Thirdly, It was more ſatisfactory and acceptable to the geners- 
lity of che Nation, at the-time of the Reformation, ' than'any other. 
So that we do not read.of any that ſeparated from it in Edward VE. 


days 


( 19') 
_ days. Audt | wlien they 'wereat liberty 'in Germany, - forme 
were fora Warſhip-dt/Fraxkford," yetiwe- do not wi bur 
they their! in-Eag land,  untid ear the Spaniſh er pony 
when a: party of -Jeſaits. and Roman Prigſt; were found crying-up a 
ſort, of. Eree Prayer,.. drawing ſome off: from the Common-Prayer, 
though not men of note. | And-in the Act, Primo” Elizabethe, you 
may. find: the eſteem they had: for. this: Worſhip : It faith, to- the 
great rg he ;the-due —_— bf : God,; and..difſcomfort 36-- the Pro. 
Truth of Religion,.. the Cominon-Prayer "Book, 
ſa the At for it was repealed andtaken away in Queen Alavies 
o_ But now the generality of -Diſſencers, 'and-many that follow: 
Pariſh Miniſters-are: diffatisfied in it ;, aud have little or no liking 
ke in and:what rc the matter, /the genius of - the:people willinot- 
bear-ir,, or ſome things init. 3:07 at leaſt nor; Srexdaton thenass Bur- 
teh I Grievance. | 


Ft IV. ; For proof that; the Common-Prayer, according.to- the: 
Atty For: hn amr + - 48 inconvenient in! form reſpects ; becauſe of 
the canfinetdent of Minifterstothe uſe oof it,! not! Ry in the 'publick, 
but in thei? Farnilies, ind manner whblly excludi ing all-other matiner 
of Prayer, even the moſt ſober: and Niſeroer e of. the Gift, as 
Erxoy Bao.” Upon. the Ordinance againft- the- Common-Prayer Book, 
Sect. 4. I amnot againſt a grave, modeſt, diſcreet, and humble uſe 
of Miniſters gifts, even ih bl: [the bartes: £6-ercite. their own, 
and.the peo affectians ro-the gn rot ag Apain, . upon de- 
aying-him his Chaplains, Seft. 16; Which gift E ju do not wholly. ex- 
elude from publick occaſions, fo Lallow it Fo ju ty, and. uſe in; 
private and devout —_—_ 
Q TON 

"And the Alt fam Unifortig, 'in af EO of Kirip Edwards 
Reign, did giveilliberty.co uſe: any:ogher- Prayers and Pſalms,” taken. 
out of: the Bible, at any due time, not man, 5 -omitting thereby the- 
Service, or any:part thereof. More. may be:ſpoken to-enforce this 
parEz that Minjfters ſhould labour. after ford meafure ofthe gift and: 
abiliry to.utter their minds to Godin Ty without keeping rity 
to.a Form. —_ prES 
-£19022 57 om eaw 1]. ey thiid? 

\Eirſt, Ejaculatory fd: calls: "for. Pex | ths of: this: gif as 


whea we lift up our Heatts:to.God upon jauy prefearoccalion in on 
t 


( x7 ) 
ſhort Prayer 5: a5 iw-timh© of. Fer py apc din Dp 
ws of 'theSivlnieſs-or. De | ar Mercy 
befalling the Nation, or Pari 77 riqay gs or a ing 
Diſcourſe and Company which we are.in,\'or matter which we read. 
Biſhop Taylor” in bus Rifles to his Clergy; \ plas, ned WY their 
People to be Jrds in this E Jann Ben, 


| Secondly, : Fod ſome: gift and ability. 29: Pray than, Form. 
becauſe tha Exarninationi of our Hearts and Ltes pon days 
Faſting and Huftiiliation before a Sacratnentyaptlin of Aﬀiictiori 
and Sickneſs, or any Calamity ; the Feontory  antrhrnpe e rai 
to many ſober Heathehs 'praQtice, at ther he: bs 
oGoliey tothar! 32 and: which is "the; practice. of 
and iferves only:t> fit auriour ſinks; thigwe 


arid power: or beohankfub CY ng == 


ing us fromfm,” of emabling rang ph oobh and Hobo bb ot tn 
one ſe: Form, CONE? PENS I B OT 


| Thirdly;! Miva Serindns ſubs do bbw, eqgzitin 
ed with' Prayer. :Ptayey t6f-DifeCtionwoiu Firable ybjeh 
the neceſſities of the peoples cnlifon Mechod; 
all may be done to edifying: And when'ir W iid, nity 
recotimend it unto God,;: for his' Bleſſing upon - Thi: nives'Þra 
the” friore power ; workingiwith -our - Aconriny Yea will-find 
brag, char th Ws Prue eu cl a 
Preaching, . that 
Miniſters] in the Country havingwfliarPh 'after Sermon; irelpect- 
the principal matter of the Sermon, as the Duties, Graces, Truths 
of our Chriſtian” gion, 5, ; a8 arſe Fa 3-'16:\ TheWord being 
Fein for* 'Do8rine,/ RE Gaipfayers 51 for Gor- 
0 == f Froryr fornInftruſtion in 


ighteouſiels or Hotinefs,” byian' bf te Okay perform 


ance _o the Duties of our Religion ow Prayer muſt accompany 
all the. OQrdinances of God. to orig, you "ge Gods Bleſſing on on 


them.” Pig 
497) ot "q arts i 159: q ny 2; yigo gl 25: ud THÞ, : 
Fei 1 / 1c3vhcktoitifhorld vary intheir) Pra Prayers; fo inuch as! 
oth is Tedves7 0bfSis, cur Wants, our Mercjes' =: Neither thoſe 
of the Nation; "nor'a pattivular Congregation," are the fume aa 


Fr 


(ts) 
not altogether, though-much:'the flame. * - Therefore it is-fit our Pe- 
titions, -[nterceſſions, and-; wings ſhould adotieob ſome: ghe: 
PSCOBRINEDIoUAS 10 ori or Aon ol P20 noieM-od eonill fios 
ben ew. doi t933mt 16 4 S165 foi Yor uno Eris s} rig 
Ag. V. For ſome ability; to pray:without an exact Form is, thar 
in Phil. 4. 6. In every thing by Prayer. and Supplication with Thanks- 
giving let.. your Requeſts be made known'unto God : In every thing of 
great +cancernment and:importance: ih; aur Lives, be {ir _Worldly or 
Spiritual matters; - Beſides,: in: the! rwo thr Centuries this fort.of 
Prayer.prevailediin all;grobability,: anda rhixe: Worſhip in the third, 


3; 


partly-by Form, atid-part otherwiſe. 


i? Tis too-apparent to be denieg, and hath been the abſervation of too 
many,/andtheircomplains:toa, that Miniſters rake-pecaſion from the uſe 
ob:the qr teens" rug, 0 te:ſober:utetofifree,and conceived = 
Prayer, -beiag zi! t>to; pray:upon ancemeegent occaſion, to the 
fcandalofthewr:Fundtion,and I of:Diſſeniiens; If one unexpectedly 
light upon a ſick perſon, and be deſired to pray for him, it-is a pitiful 
excuſe for him to ſay he hath not his Book with him. In caſe of any 

tity hefallinga Pariflt;> Fire;  avy: Infectious/Difeaſc, 1orimuc 

Sicknels, i5:4c|:Q2>kiry; NationabiJudgmenty as /ypon poop irelang, or 
Mercy,:asghe Miracle-of Mertytand Deliverance wrought for us?of 
this Nation, :it will beexpeRted; oratleaſtit is fit.that Miniſters ſhould 
put in Occaſiongl/Expreſions for ſuch matters ; el{cit will be look'd up- 
enas a weakneſs, and uncomfor table failing in them, :n9t.t0 beahlezo 
tay! Word,::or:pht-in.an Expreſſion in things, of ſuch Importance 
and- Concernment #© the Gongregatioh,- whith remain many tynes, un- 
provided for by4he-Gommon-Prayers. of i nr 

Firſt, The length. of the Common:Prayers allows little room far. 
theexerciſe ofthe gift in publick, though-it be: with ging Eo Ma; 
deration-:- Soimnch i f:the-t4me :paſſeth. in; he.ufe; of .this' V orfhip, 
thar there is: little) remaining» when the' Sermon :takes/up {o much 


Secondly, Many in Cathedrals, Viſitations,. and often in their, Pa+ 
wiſh Churches uſe only the Lords Prayer in the Pulpit, conſidering the 
length-of their: Common-Prayers : bAndtindeed along Prayer.in.qhe 
Pulpit, after-the long Prayers of the Desk, ſeems to me-to be.nighly 
weoavenient fur the Common-Prayer, caſting a diſreſpect upon 51 

| W 


”" 


\ | 


C29, ) 
whereas if the-Miniſters own Prayer were placed after the Sermon, 
to pray for a Bleffing upor'the practical matter of the Sermon, 


other things,. it-would much-further Miniſters Gift and Abiliry in ads 5 


| Prayer, .and- promote Gods Bleſſing upon the Word. | In Duties 

preached to pray for Grace to perform them ; Graces, that they. may 
be wrought in us ; Truths, (f{uch as are without Controverſie) for 
Grace to know and believe them Spiritually ; and Grace to repent of 
Gns; -or keep from them, * with a Confeſſion and Thankſgiving for 
Mercies Spiritual or Temporal.” 


Thirdly, "The Cazor bidding Prayer, taken in a ſtrict ſence, feem- 
eth utterly to forbid and diſallow of all uſe of the gift in publick. 
Therefore by ſome-Conformiſts ic. is condemned, and held utterl 
unlawful for: them, to uſe any other than an exact Form in generals 
according to that Canon. - 


Fourthly, Some look upon themſelves bound.to aſe the Common - 
Prayers, 'and no others in their. Families, according to. that Order ; 
All Prieſts and Deacons are-to fay-daily the Morning and Evening 
Prayer, either privately or openly, not being let by Sickneſs, or 
{ome other urgent cauſe. And the Curate, not being reaſonably hin- 
dered, ſhould fay the-ſame in the Pariſh-Church : So that if ir be 
not ſaid openly in/the Pariſh-Church, if Sickneſs or ſome other, ur- 
gent cauſedo-\not hinder, it is to be ſaid privately in their Families, 
or perſonally by a mans ſelf, ; 


Fifthly, Some Conformiſts ſo addicted to this Form in their Fami- 


lies, and in publick, are ſo ſet. againſt all other .manner of Prayer,. 
as to-icall.it ex rempore 'Effulien, Confuſion,: vain Bablings, Non-ſenſe, - 
running beyond the very heighth-of Conformity: - Far be it from. me 
to plead for, -or to.excule and countenance the wild extravggancies of 
ſome fanciful Spirgs, who.place their Devotion more. in their, various 
modes of ſpeaking to God, and expreſſing the matter of thgir Prayers. 
rather than in the Truth and Pijety_of the Heart: Yet 1: think we 
ought, with Biſhop Wilkins, to endeavour after the Gift of Prayer ; 
accordingly to exercile'it in thoſe caſes above-mentioned: : | Afid per- 
haps ſome more liberty in publick-were: deſirable, or at ledſt the ex- 
erciſe of that liberty, which ſome ſuppale given us already: ;. as Cars 
Plain Confiderations' far ſatis fattion 4 the tiſaffeFed to our Book, of 


Common- 


hb : 
C 
« 


C 20.) 
Common Prayer, p. $. Our Miniſters have liberty, tot /only in priv 


vate, butin publick, borh before andafrer their Serniotis,- roexercite: 


their Gifr of Prayer, and to enlarge themſelves 'upon any-erhergenc 
* oceaſion of opportunity afforded, as God ſhall enable them, rar. 
themitlves ſhall judge ary way expedient' or needfol. . Cafes of 
Crnſcience of the Lawfulnefs of joyning with Forms of pablith, Prayer, 
Parc 1. p. 28, © The ag; 2 of the Chutch'of England are not re- 
* ſtrained from exerciſing their” own abilities 'in publick*;Prayer ; in 
«© -which is allowed them the liberty the Difſenting Miniſters can claim. 
<« or pretend to, to expreſs in their own words all the matter of 
<« publick Prayer, with all the ſobriety, affeftion and ferivulneſs 
<« they are able. And this permifhon-being of long continuance, and: 


« hitherto uncontrouled by our ' Charch-Governours| amounts ro an. / 


<« allowance. &c.- Such liberty as this, -and ſuch. a practice con- 
current with it were deſirable :; But all are not apreed herein; [nor ſa- 
risfied in point of this liberty. | 


Arg. 6. For Conceſſions nil. Alrerations inthe Common-Prayer, 
becoule of the frequent conynands' of bearing with the infirmities of. 


the weak, (3. ce. indulging the weak  and:{cruputous withfome favour. - 


and liberty to forbear thoſe things they ſcruple 3) of becoming all. 
things to all men to gain fome, 'and pleaſmg our Brother for his pood: 
to edification ; and-that all thingg'be done in'Charity, &c::thele call 
for tome Conceſhons; as my Lord: Hales in his-Dy ou Radiphor, 
tells us : Some allowance tr to be made- in-the caſe of x wealciBro- 


ther, who on that account refuſeth, and cannot, though he would, . 


obey. Either all the Commands of | bearing with. the 'inficmities of. 
the weak, - fignifie 'thus much, - (faith he) or working ar” all, And 
though the common Anſwer is, i Is it not ttet "that he ſhould ſubmit 
ro the Church then the Church fubmit to Jim'?:5Yer that: Anſwer, 1 
' preſume, _isnot ſufficient m this caſe ; —— be a Duty that 

the Child owes tothe Father, yet that wall not wxcufe the Father 
from the Duty which he owes to his Child, eſpecially whenit-is from: 
a Conſcientious account that he refuſeth ro obey. : / kt 216714 15 


MP, Tulli's Sermun of -Molkration, p. 22. $1 Pawade himnfelf 


all chings to all men, '&c. And how: was — 
Bihop ##!. all, as a Learned Prelate of our own, esks the Queſtion, 
| if ke did notſometime remit of -hisvighr:to ſome, - b | 
, Biſvog. 


_ ES THe I £ "5; | 


Cr ) 
; Sabo af. Alan; Seo. '$.; Sect.:39. We. deal-not like 
Chriſtians, no, nor like reaſonable Creatures, if we expect, :all men 
ſhould come to our bent in every thing, .and we our {elves relent not 
vir GW fiffſe6ſs-115 che TufV"inacror* » their takes. : And even Dr. 
bf ABR op: 23." Speaks of making all reaſon- 
Ns or . ry of Guns Fenn. 
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£;' Hurthe ng ts yoars bows that our ir Breckria. re- 
main unlaioic'i WFOSnfie0ns. - i 


SKEOHID 12 


pl 31 They-offer is give N in upon SP FTFER that: they . are-not ſa- 


"rishied ir Confciente-7/i('as ford: #00 knowledge would-):z/|and 


Dr. More tells us {6 otitheiv behalf,” I- thinkin his-Agfery! of Jniquity, 
and Anſwer ronching Liberty in Religion, a _ cited by a N onCon- 
formilt i irr our Diſcourſe together. | 


TE. 


- >Yhey Jecrwto be | im earneſt that.it i is really {cruple and diffatisfa. 
Qtion in Conſeience, when'they wguld part with: their Benefices and 
Feople moſt dear unto them, and ſuffer Fines and Impriſorments 1a- 


ther then Conform. at - 


4; Again, Their: Lives pt6vE: the ſame. Men whole Lives are all 
of 4 a * oe and\ubifoent”: ; ſuch as make Conſtiencets keep from'other 
tins ; why ſhould hey nor be believed.in this wherein they:plead Con- 
ſcience ? 7 Car their Integrity be diſproved 'that- they are men of no 
Counſcience in other things. But I do verily believe our -Nonteonform- 
ing Brethren, eſpecially: the moderate” men of the: Le bm Opi- 
ron ptr. Epiſcophcy? 16:be of a3 unblameable- Lives,: as 
iny fort of men a Aﬀid theſe' are the mer} thar we Neat for 


to be taken; into'our breb again. 


w4 1] hall cite fore Conf _ in Tlnaly of their Wealineſs and 
: $ RP thetr ny From: 'us, *_E Ploping yy or: 29 
the W 


ueen Elizabeth, as Sir Frances Wal gba rely tells us in' his Letter 


Monfieur Griroy of Frame, og" pp ery . between "nk 
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Commun Prayer, p. $8. Our Miniſters have diberty; \doerbuly in 
vate, burn public 'borh before andafrer” their Sernioits,- ur ry | 
their Gifr of Prayer, and to enlarge themielves 'upon any erhergeic 
oceaſion ot opportunity afforded,” as God ſhall enable them, and they 
themſelves ſhall Judge any way expedient' or needful, | - Caſes of 
Crnſcience of the Lawfidnef of joyning with Forms of pablich, Prayer, 
Farr 1. Þ. 28. © The Cog the Church of Enplarabare not re- 
*.ſtrained from exerciſing their” own abilities 'in publickyPrayer ; in 
& which is allowed them the liberty the Difſenting Miniſters'can claim. 
<« or pretend to, to expreſs in their own words all the matter of 
<«. publick Prayer, with all the ſobriety, affetion and ferivulnels 
<< they are able. And this 'permiffion-being of long continuance, : and: 
<« hirherro uncontrouled by our ' Charch-Governours! ambunts to an- 
<«. allowance. &c.- Sucha liberty as this;yand ſuch. practice 'con- 
current with it were defirable ; Bur all are nor apreed herein; nor ſa- 
risfied in point of this liberty. CE 


Arg. 6. For Conceſſions and Alrerations inthe Common-Prayer, 
becaute of the frequent 'commands of bearing with'the infirmiries of 
the weak, (3. ce. indulging the weak -and:{cruputous withome favour. 
and liberty to forbear thoſe things they ſcruple 3) of becoming all. 
things to all inen to gain ſome, 'and pleafmg our Brother for his good: 
ro edification ; arid+that all thinggbe done in'Charity,  &v::thele. call 
for tome Conceſſions; as my Lord: Hales in his-Dy or (ac "Retig ion, 
rells us : Some allowance ts to be made in the cafe of x wealtiBro.. 
ther, who on that account refuſeth, and cannot, though he would, 
obey. Either all 'the Commands of : bearing "with the'inficmities of. 
the weak, - fignifie 'thus much, (faith he} or working ar: all, And: 
though the Commun Anſwer is, Is it nor@tet"'thar/he ſhould ſubmit . 
rothe Churctthen the Chanrch: fubmir ro Kim'?:5Yer- that: Anſwer, 1 
preſume,_isnot ſufficient im this caſe ; - thouph reve be a Dury thac- 
the Child owes tothe Father, yet char will notuxcufe the Farther 
from the Dury which he owes rohis Child, eſpecally whenirt-is from: 
a Confeientiousaccount thathe refuſech ro obey. ©! Hr 5 


*Z 


all things ro-all men, Oc. And how: was heuall things to- 
Bhop Hill. all, aSa Learned Prelate of our own, vsks. the Qi , - 
if he did nocfometime remic of -hisvighriro-ſome, > + 


Biſhop. 


Car ) 
© Bibop Sdullet{bti wi. Aulane Sqvin.!$.: Sect. mY 'We-deat:nct like 
Chriſtians, no, Ol like reaſona = if we expect,:all men 
ſhould come to ou bent in wes 
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risfied” in'\ Conc as forms! 1:my knowledge 'would3:;-iand 
Dr. More tells ol crabols bak; 1- thinks hipAhFery! of 'Friquity, 
and Anſwer ronching Liberty in Religion, a place cited by Aa Nongon- 


formilt i in our Diſcourſe together. wok 2 
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” big, > TYiey | Revo be lreariieh hate is realy ſcrople and diſfarisfa 
Qtion i in Conlcience, when'they wauld part with rheir Benefices and 
Feople moſt dear pnto them, and. ſuffer "Fines and tpriouments 14- 


ther then Conform. 


4: Again; Fer Lives prove: Apts Men whole Lininny all 
of a a pale ep ubitoenr'; ſuch as make Conſtiencerd keep fronmothes 
fins ; whythould they nor be believed.iti this wherein theyiplead Con- 
ſcience ? Can their Integrity be difproved thar- they are'men of no 
Cunſcience in other things. But I do verily believe our -Nontonform- 
he Awe -efpetiall the Tooderate' men of the” Presb nt pr .Opi- 
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| ſcopacy) te of as unblameable' ives,:as 
lg of nag W:07s theſe ae: tie mon thav we Need fot 
to be rakeriinto-0ur birch again.” _— 
i] ſhall cite ſotis pee i help Wome nal 
trot Wilfuliefs in" ny Fom- ay forgery? "ug 
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ueen Ehzabeth, as Sir Francs Wal ved ly us in' his Keter 
Monfieur Criroy of Framce, made - berween the'f 
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and Puritans in Conſrience and Popiſt and Parker of [ ReGins-an and 


\49.9em wala 


Te was not fo jafged d by our Ges is thay; ER when the 
Att of 'Uniformity abliſhed ; as'if all Separaciſts muſt ſe. 
parate fr wilfilneſs bony obſtinacy ; 'buta more Charitable interpre- 
ration thee was of mens-.ſcrupling Obedience. [;in ty] ;...4s 
is evideht by the relief given to tuch by Queen, Elizabeth, who with 
the 
red of at their Viſitarion,-and Preſentation: to. be' made accordingly : 
And of Fifty Six in number there was not, among them One that was 
_ judged offentive on purpoſe, againſt the Rites and Ceremonies then 
Eſtabliſhed, which ſhewed they-were not all pi/fs{ and ob/tirare that 
' could not Conform 3. And ſome Biſhops formed the Articles. of . Ene 
auiry with more moderation. Nyes Suprem. ' 7 OT 


In the Reaſons given in the Common-Pr ayer for K. neeling. at the Com: 
munion. Leaſt the ſame Kneeling ſhould be: any perſons out of Jgno- 
rance-and Infirmity- [5.-0..4hrough Weakneſs} or-out-- we Mevee: and 
| Obſtinacy, be miſconſtrued and'de epraved, Wei, {0 


Biſhop Jewels Anſoer to MugHardings Prefacei in by Reply, .Some. of 
theſe ofa now. be about you; being 1 truſt, not bobs carried 
away with witful Makce, but having the fear of God aud reverent 
Zeal to-do the beſt ;- though perhaps uot. knowledge ly cient tojudge 
what js beſt. Was his Charity ſuchtowards Papiſts:?,, No- fOwOr but 
it was asgreat to Diſſenting Proteſtants. 


| Lloyds State Worthies, jn the Life of Sir, William Cecil, Lord. Bur: 
in his Letter to. Archbiſhop Whitgift, for ſome ſcraplon Min- 
5: My Lord, Ifear winder wilful Recuſant { among thoſe E 
leaded for]. I ſharply admoniſhed them, that if they wil be dir 
ſturbers in their Churches, theY muſt be correfted. Afﬀeer follows 


the > ann Burleighs CharaQter : 'He was not x he. ou help the 
goo owed, a Fer yrs uniſh the Subbory x, it, 
h (at leaſt not in his, judgment) for w /hom he interced 


King Charles I. Declaration, Dec. 26. 1662. His Majeſty TH 
| therefore perfwaded that multitudes have ſuffered, being, enlaned in 
their __ not from wilfulneſs. a 


vice of her Council put forth a Book of Articles to be Enqui- 


en hole MVP Oh ; 


LIMI 


C28 Dl 
Rs a 'Tevly:: 
CTaly | bon | 
54%; vote aac 4h «th! off aputi917 120 1+. 
Dr. Barrow on Eph. 4 2. , If Cheift-anghis Glo- 
ry, if the Service and Salvation of. his People be our end; if we 
mind the fame | - che / catterivie,' che diffe- 
ſhun; wi purel from" anarrow- 
| "FG cebainPees of 

S734 3804 * Ot) 


| Tire Staceof the — 


*hink-fiim-very defe. 
tit ap her. 


How ſuch are to on dealt with we are told allo [wad what favour is: 
robs ſhown them in of thargheic weaknels, King Chaytes the - 
's Til Bama,; ” Uno ;\Majeſties Retirement from- Weſtminſter ;, 
Seft: 10: :Stire that Man'cammotbe blammable to God or Man; i who fe- 
_ oy Fog urs to:ſee the beſtreafowof things, and faichfully fol 
what heTakes for reaſon ; the uprightneſs of: his intertions 5 will 
excuerhepolile fallingoof his Eg: r-/o4sf ore eh 
Adsbiorfou 211 oily ft x0 [33 | 
| Lord: Faulkland's S peech to the Houſe of Commons, 164+. 1f- is 
be feared, that they will employ ſome of our Laws with a. ſeverity. 
beyord their: intention,-againft-fome of their weaker Brethren , thar - 
eg nh s Hy _— thati Power, -_ us: rake. away-thols 


Of :99Ht9 9d 03 7035020 Not! ifs; 

195 5th off Fegno tho 1 7 200m) 1 25 
* Dr: Pullsr's Moderation ofthe Cluirch 'of Ev land, p - 26: Benig- 
nity (4 e. 'favour]'is to beſhewed to the humble and poncaadle," but 
it can in no wiſe be challenged by the proud and froward.: Trem..p.24- 
The "ti neakncs oe jv "01 Laws remitted only in conſiderati- - 
—_ the wi 'of the People. Tremp. 35, According to ; 
1s uling.as we tay a Conſcience, p. 18.) rg oe oe 
ws fnay.be interpreted. Benignius Leges Angle ſum 'inter- 
ihe quo; woluntas earum ATTY Ar CONS ” ou que 


prabet benignius reſpouſum. 


;O_—_ on Rom. 14. 3. Sect: 28. Wes are tua 4 to-- 
deſpiſe our Nonconforming Brethren, ſo far forth, as may prebably. 


appear -to us, they: are: weak, and not wilful ; and an 2000p are” 
jur ſuch, Sect.. 29. 


_  Doflop:Panra\vhign! A, pond cd :As\ wendeah witch 
| | chyirubglabea 
Frowardrieſs,” __ m_ » 


4 PET ER To 
{o ſhould we with 6ur Brethren, who labour under any Volne 


| ls of- 
bw ary arg ) } war 1 raadFlS op. 0Gd no won. 
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c—— ſyxyecenita od re aun 
are: rooted w4d 

verence they bear to thoſe ee have deeath their od 6 eter aegs - 
Allowances are to be given Men in this cale. | 


21 1075) 124 | 12 os blo) $18 ow gary alesb ay 0 918 Haul wol: 
Al Piſhop Tailor't Rindenutn bis kin ogiMſai conficieyable 
the;prevehce of cw ris run an a0 wary po rg 
if-he he-aq-humble Petfen, - Madeſt; aptoo Le 

formation; if he: Oy irin.all rar ror eras 
is obedient: 50 Laws, then opts, us ra 

{wade him meekly, rope: b a Rav 
him, till God ſhall revea "og! </ ao tn jouo 1:7 in 7 which _ unavoidable 
trouble and temptation K ti! 01 059272 e wala kT b30.1 


inciples and Prattices, 8ec. P33 B32 + Fe —_ with! Mdderate | 
Lo hog ms ocrher Engl Te Jeri 
che Eſtabliſhed way of Religion, þ not to be eſteem'd , or dealt 
with, as Men of tender Conſciences, [. e. weak ones} who are not 
quiet, and peaceable, modeſt and charitable in their behaviour towatds 
others, Gacore nec.f their" way andenieal? bur: _—_ "nods. be Ccon- 
fqgering of Authoriry.. {5 4; JOTC 013 N99 | iS 
12þ1505 11 0 bones: wht leoriathal: 21: a1 1G 091yg397n] af") ; 
v-Inde oy wane 5. Diſcourſe of Religion / =ik rd? Some perchance tranſ- - 
ar in; ſcyupling or oppoſing tome Ceremomes orFormsyot 
Pe  renglank, and peeviſhneſs, or a Spirit of-oppoſition, i-þut in 
tefi ne and ſimplicity of heir hearts; thoſe though miſtaken, yer 
certainly. deſerve Compaſſion, Tenderneſs, $6 et alſo; x# ary 
rather than ſeverity and contempt. 
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' mercifulneſs. t 
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- thens (i... rbs 3iniſter;.-the Perſons 'in his Panifh] to: this\Bxcellent: 


, #good Caote; (57.5 Conformity; 
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Dottor | Seriobd'> Eilmaitnne and: Die p.162cTha@tode among them 


thararwbfm quioram peaceable Spirir, Ck u9in che. moſi 
Monkees ane; He ales . ED 


pps. to: be nare\doverely;; & 


ind yah Pers do:mot ploed | 
reads. een rNatute "ge lager heir | 
alrogether | ff 21 "lt « "2801 Un br 1=r:2mt; ' 


Poor Burnet, the; Biſhop of Saligbury ec Ewhniies oy Peace and 
UnionyiP. gi Let 245ialfo conſiver. anc! anther: as /Brethfen; dts; us 
bear with one anothers infirmities ,- let us give:-JaneiAlawanges: to 
the weakneſs of thoſe that are miſlead 4 the force of- Education, 


and the yas of Tulgar: preguciest,. 


Sonic and Conpaſſ be ar gh 51 P- 204. | He (i pleads for 
Compaiſlbon-upen. the-accognt>:afſhis: 64 muſt feſt xvillingly 
ſubmir himſelf rolaficiion>: Secondly; Beubiformly Concientitous, 
Thirdly; Ie, ab thar wry 
manded. Fourthty, forbear cenfaringahem 
dv: all-that the dar. aomalaats: er” ee Will-fredly part with. 


Money and: Wackily'Meltetain, dnefivarhil wen, Jvjocency and 


PSs ; Apaing If: wn ry 0 3 ures vg Pro ygogimy- elf to. 
abey the Humane Law;rehic thi ;:1 

this caſe 1s pityable. Dilobedience.then) ery yaSin of yfitmi- 
ty, which is pityable among Men upon' confliirigion of common. 
urtanity and ns TS with: God,\as hart _—_ are On a. 
gr nance: 2:15 011 b&O x6: 2 AY; 8 .2m44 (rp 
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wy Dodwels. Later dukoat Hidly Ordeys 5; ah is 


Tenper. (as :p. 15-00: praftie: the common Duties: 
if you could-:nor panda any ame we aces 


weaknets of their underſtandings;: ariyour 


conclude them: invincibly:Ignorant , -and therofode 2:before- 
Godin this regard; 'as. well as: -politively: acceptable in orhers ; -ahd.; 
cherefore muſt be.as Charitable :n your Judgment, as: you celieve- 
God will prove favourable in his Final Sentence, 


ſay rag the 
:&- pl | far 


Te#). 


f-2e 
boy ak 


68. 6 the GaladDiani. were 
&c.." Butno'Man ure meme © rep of Jodi, 


Nuke through the weakneſs . of Judgment,” and. inſtability of mind , 
for which he is to ed 4" [dens p. 50. Iamention: any ran ak 


| becauſe ſome Men will'yo that there'is2 

 wilfulneſs, and ae eye that is the cauſe of Mens: 
therefore they ought not to be treated with the Spirir f ring an 
Pp: 71. If we 'what Education many have had, 'we may well 


conclude that they: were overtaken mc wEagR Separation, mot that 
"i nn og r' 391 29002 Fo 
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Mr. "Kettlewe! s Meaſure of Cie Cabal: Edit. -2 vt Ry 
Some prejudices get into Mens Minds,. nct through any thing of an 
evil and diſobedient Hearr, but only tlitoogh w {s of the Under- 


ſanding; they are nor ofia anding {ufficient to examine things 
exactly, "when they einbrace cheir:prejudice ;"for their [reaſon is dim 
and ſhorrfighted, weik and unexperienced;unable throughty to ſearch 
into the Natareof: things, and ro judge of the various weight, and 
juſt force of Realons'; to fift and ſeparate and ditingyiſh 
berween par odr Lauri yer Gp a Jes 117. 


Love ws lineipon; Sbophgte - -19Wneap > " yet 
are weak tn-Judgment and | we 19 IIA ence of their 
weaknels, ' and-endeavouts: toxeliever ent: 


27 gument for Tot and Indule) i | difference zot- of Faith Yey E 
Opinions, Print. 81, It pleaſing f in Infinite Goodneſs to | 
Will, the Intention, the ſincere Endeavoar of his Servants , pe rs 
the reſt to ri:1gpon Humane” Weakneſs and Infirmity, that Weak- 
neſs and' ry, Which'he will-pardon ; and if God himſelf have 
{o much enderneſsand Compaſſion for. Humane Weakneſs 24 yo: 
perfetion;: ſhall: Met-themſelvesthave none for one another ? 
hem 13; Andceiaitdyir would: nach import to: healing our | 

chord y tingHears and Animofities. that Reign among , us , if 
| the Confrience, rhey. who do difſent-from ys, do | 

bw lm and the good Deſigns and Ends they aim at, than the very 
NP EN Pogs +0127 r9_ in: "l Ne tnps diſſent : OO the 
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former all good Chriſtians ree, and in the latter will ever differ- 
We ought highly to honour Tendernefs of Conſcience , and. [nrenti; 
ons directed to the Glory of God, and the Common Good of. th? 
Church, and of the World, wherever we find them. | 


Mr. Hoffman's Conſider. of preſent uſe, on Rom. 15. 6, 7. That 
the ftrong ought to. bear with the weak, &c. p. 18,' | By the weak, I 
mean [thoſe which: are really ſo, and not ſuch as uſe it. for an. obſti- 
nate and ungovernable pretence : When we hear a Man ſincerely 
from the bottom of his Hearr, ſaying, That he cannot think that in- 
different which others do ; that he cannot. admit things that are really 
lawful in others Opinions , ro appear ſo-in his. ' A Man that is 
ſtrong ought w_ ſuch a ones weakneſs, rem. p..21. They, ſeem 
to be in earneſt, when their blindneſs will inable them to part £4 
that which is dear to them, rather than obey. | 


My. Allen, late of Henfield i» Suſſex, Pref. to his Sermon, We de- 
fre the trouble of none that are peaceable. .- ds whats 


Thns you have ſeen how the Conformiſtsplead for favour to them 
in the-general ; and ſure it: might be as uſeful: and beneficial- ro the- 
Church in this particular (Condeſcention to their weakneſs) as any 
other. £ Wt 5 a7 TRI 


Beſides all this , I could ſhow out. of the Works of Eminent Con-_ 
formiſts, that it is acknowledged by them, that there” are Good aud 
Worthy Men among the Difſenters from the Church of England. 

. And why ſhould not tome conſideration! be had of them, and ſome- 
what to be done for their ſakes; .who-are prized; by-Conformiſts as 
Men of Worth-and Goodneſs. And1urely; it will.be.no loſs to our 
Church to loſe a few things that 'may be {pared well. enough, if She 
ſhall gain her Brethren by that means ;; eſpecially when the loſs is of 
ſuch things as have need , of an/ Alteration or, Abrogation for the 
conn nes of Proteſtants... And I hope, ſaich Mr. Claud to the 
Biſhop of Zondor, you-will-nor- be wanting in-:the Duties of Cha- 
rity, and the Spirit of .Peace:;3-and that- when. the, Diſpute ſhall be 
only of fome Temperaments ,.. or,of 'ſqme Ceremonies .that are a 
ſtumbling-block, and which in themſelves are noun in compariſon. 
with an intire re-union, you will make it ſeen, that you loye the Spouſ; 4 
2 E .--0 
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of your Maſter more than your ſelves. This: indeed would' manifeſt 
in rhe Fathers of the Church: a true Fatherly Aﬀection , great Humi- 
liry and Condeſcention , if they ſhall at length yield fomewhat to 
the Infirmity and Importunity of © Proreſtant Brethren. - And it is 
highly probable, thaf® ſuch Conceſſions and Alterations, as to take in 
- our Uiffenting Brethren , would cake away. moſt of thoſe Evils 'that 
have troubled the Church, Ir: were the beſt way and :means to put 
a ftop're the Courle of Separation. For when the. moſt eminent and 
confiderable Men of the Noncon ormiifts were takenin: (as certainly 
they would come-in) the reſt would be diſcouraged and diſcounte- 
nanced in their Separation, and we: might hope that they would. fall 
off by degrees, and -in tiffiebe wholly recovered tothe:Church again. 
Hecehy's great -many Minifters- conſiderable for Gifts and Grace , 
might dot fervice- in the Church', who muft otherwiſe be ſilent, or 
exerciſe their Miniſtry in a way of Separation. As the Separation 
will ceaſe nfuch by a Comprehenſion , fo will. the Envy , Hatred , 
Malice, and Uncharicablenels that accompanies a divided Church- 
Nate-ceaſe in the ſame meaſure: - And it is 'to-be: hoped this would+ 
ſtrengthen the hands of Difcipline, and turn the Cenſureg of the 
Church and their force againſt the {candalous open Evil-livers, 'in- 
ſtead of 'vexing of Diſſenters. And perhaps-in order to this Accom- 
modation, it/ might be deſirable to-conſider of the Nonconformiſts 
Motion, :page 61. We confeſs that ſome Forms have their laudible 
uſe to cure that Errour and Vice, that lieth on the other ex- 
tream : And' might we bur ſomtirhes have' the: liberty ' t& interpoſe 
ſach words, as are needful to call home, and quicken Attention and 
AﬀeCion, we ſhould think that a convenient Conjunction of both might 
be a well-tempered means to the.Common Conftirutions'of moſt. By a 
mixt Worſhip, pdftly By a Fofm, 'andin ſome-part” (bet bur. little ) 
otherwiſe, not-as-of neceſityfori-all., but allowance'to ſome- who 
may be habitually apt for 'it,, us Miniſters will increaſe their Gifts, 
attaining more Holy Skill, and Wiſdom, and Abiliry.in Prayer by. 
this means, and be-more fitted-and' teady /for- Ejaculatory Prayer , 
and other fort -of Occaſional Prayer 'aftet/the Examination. of their 
Hearts and Lives, whether dayly,” or-apon fet rimes of Faſting and 
Humitiation ; 'or tofollow the Wordi(reador Preached) withPrayer 
for a Bleffing on that, - and the Sacraments, which with all the Ordi- 
riances of God ate Santtified, or Bleſſed by. Prayer. Miniſters beſides 
by this means being more frequent inthe performance of chis ſo ow 
m7” _ 


| C 29 ) 
and neceſſarya Duty, will be more ready. aud inclinable to it at all | 
times, with much eaſe and freedom, {weerneſs and delight, which 
. Natnrajly, much more bpincually.. proceed from Uſe and Cuſtom. 
And; the-Peaple will be enc@uiraged by. the Examples of their Mini- 
ſters-to do the like, and follow them: -, And this would mightily pro- 
mote Religion, all our Religion being like to riſe or. fall, as we riſe 
or fall in chis Duty. 7 bn; 


7. To:continue our'Common Prayer in all and every thing the ſame, 
it: is. to be feared will continue , if not perpetuate Schiſm.” _ While 
the things ſcrupled and excepted againſt contmue, we have little or 
. no hopes of gaining our Brethren. They are never like to be fo well 
ſatisfied in Conſcience as to the Afſent and Conſent to all and every 
thing, and the undoubted certainty.,of Baptized Infants Salvation 
(which Biſhop Uſber :in his Body, of -Divinity, of Baptiſm doubted 
of, and fo doſome Conformiſts now, Curates, and others, who can 
_ uſe the Baptiſmal Office )'and as to the Signof the Croſs , &c. as to 
come up to a full Conformity to 'the preſent eſtabliſhed Worſhip. 
There are but four means of curing Schitme, . either by Inſtruction 
or 'Toleration, -Reprehenſion., or Comprehenſion.' They have had 
Inſtruction long enough ; one Conformuit. afrer another writibg for 
Conformity, ſome. in the Spirit of Meekneſs, ſome with another man- 
ner.of Spirit ; and ſtil] they have been anſwered, and the Nonconfor- 
miſts remained unconvinced, unſatisfied... And as to Toleration of 
. their different Afſemblies, there. were no cure of Schiſm that way ; 
though think, it is. of the better fort, like Mr. Greezham's Anſwer 
to the Biſhop of -Ety,'-who tgld him there was a Schiſm in the Church, 
_ andasked him where the fault lay ? © On either fide faid he, if they 
© violated the Laws of Love, on neither part (as to culpable Schiſm) 
« ifthey lived lovingly together, as they ſhould do notwithſtanding 
© the difference of-their Judgments. ts þ 
Further, Miſchief of Separation , page 18. * Men. may pleaſe 
© themlelves in talking of preſerving Love and Peace under 
© ſeparate Congregations; but our own ſad Experience ſhows the 
| © contrary. , For as nothing tends more to unite Mens hearts, than 
'<130yning together inthe: ſame Prayers and Sacraments; ſo nothing 
©: doth: morealienate Mens Aﬀections., than withdrawing from eae 
© other into ſeparate Communions. "Therefore as large a. Compre- 
© henſton as may be is deſirable ; and no more Toleration of other 
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Worſhip than neceſſity requires, becauſe 'Toleration without a'Com- 
prehenſion will weaken any Eftabliſhed Church. As to. Reprehenſi- 
on (ſeverity I mean by that word) ic may make Men Hypocrites , 
and drive many to Church, who will-all off again ,':as- ſoon as the 
ſeverities ceaſe. Men are reaſonable Creatures, and what they do, 
ir ſhould be a reaſonable ſervice, from anenlightened mind, and well- 
ſatisfied Conſcience, not by force and - violence done to their Conſci- 
ences, diſſembling with God and the World. For neither is.God ſer- 
ved by ſuch, nor their Sonls edified , nor the Communion» of Saints 
encreaſed by fuch an Hypocritical Union and Communion' with. our 
Church. And though it is not to be denied, but 'that fome' may , by 
ſuch ſeverities, be put upon a more Impartial ſearch and enquify into 
the Tearmes of Communion with us, and fo be fatisfied really , yet 
theſe are bur few, the far greater part forſaking us, when once the 
laſh is taken away, and they come to have their liberty. : The laſt. 
and the beſt means is Comprehenſion ; and that muſt be by yielding 
ſomewhat for Peace fake on either ſide. Andfurely,: there is no ſuch 
-wide breach, but that there might be a cloſing , an healing, if we 
would fer our ſelves in good earneſt toit, and would not be roo ſtiff 
and felf-willed. And to this end perhaps it were deſirable, that, as 
the Darch did us the Honour of having fome of our Divines at:their 
Synod for compoſing differences among them'; 1o that we might take 
in the Aſſiſtance of fome of their Divines, either by their Perfonal Pre- 
ſence, or Advice by Letter, as Mr. Le Moyne., and the others of 
France, Mr. De L' Angle, and Mr.Claud, worthy Perſons, made 
tome Effay rowards an Union in their Letters to his Lordſhip the Biſhop 
of London. This would add a greater Authority. unto what ſhould be 
ſo eſtabliſhed.” And the more Proteſtant Churches that aſſiſted therein, 
the better and more forcible bond of Union. FE E200 DSe6; 218 


But it will be objected (or hath been) nothing will fatisfie The 
Difſenters will never come in. 


I Anſwer, At King Charles the Seconds Return, though they did de- 
ſire many Alterations in the Worſhip, as to Words and Sentences , 
Ceremonies, &c, Yet they drew up the principal matters in'a ſhorr 
Letter to the moſt Reverend Arch-Biſhop andBithops, &c, mention'd 
P. 30, 31, 32. of the Grand Debate. | F100..9 
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2; It may juſtly be ſuppoſed, that among thoſe ObjeQions and 
Exceptions aint Prod things therein, 7, his Majeſties Com- 
miſſion gave them that liberty ro make ſuch Reaſonable and neceſſary 
Alterations, Corretions, and Ainendments; as' ſhould be agreed up- 
on at that Conference, to be needful and expedient,) there weredſome 
things, which were judged by them to be inconvenient, other things 
to be unlawful. - If they had been pur to ir to declare, what they held 
to 'be finful and puma Sox be ſubmitred ro, I doubr nor bur they 
would have cut off many Things, as only inconvenient, and not ne- 
cefſarily or SONY mw and 10 have been ſatisfied as to the mat- 
th leſs, ; 


ter of Conformity w1 


Another Anſwer. Judge Hales with the Lord Keeper Bridgeman, 
and Biſhop Wilkins drew up a Model of Abatements and Condeſcen- 
tions for a Comprehenſion of the more moderate Diſſenters, and a li- 
mited Indulgence towards ſuch as could not be brought within the 
Comprehenſion ; and when-afrer ſeveral Conferences with two of 
the Eminenteſt Presbyterian Divines, heads were-agreed on, and- 
ſome abateinents to be made, and ſome explanations were to be ac- 
'cepted of, they put them into the form of a Bill to be Preſented to 
the next Seſſion of Parliament. 7» the Life of Sir Matthew Hale by 
Dr. Burnet Biſhop of Salisbury, p. 4, 42. He giveg us the Reaſons 
that prevailed at. that time againſt it, p. 70, 71, 72, 73. The Coun- 
cils and Reaſons againft ir being more .acceptable to ſome concealed 
Papiſts then in power, as has ſince 4 gion roo evidently, the whole 
projet for Comprehenficn was let fall, and thoſe who had ſet-ir a 
foot, came to be looked on with an evil eye, as ſecret favourers of 
Diſfenters, underminers of the Church, and every thing elſe that 
jealouſie and diſtaſte could caſt on them. 4 

Afourth Anſwer ſhall be given you out of the Conformiſts Plea for 
the Nonconformiſts, Part 4. Pp: 26,27. In Anſwer to that Objection, 
ſhould we yield to'any one of theſe we are far from gaining the reſt. - 


r. Gain any of-tbem, and we ſhall be the more and ſtronger by 
that addition, , *7v9. 4 415 a6 


Y Except the Presbyterians, the moſt of the other a 491%; 
in their Modes of Government ; So that what.you grant.toone P 5 y, 
is granted to more, | | "RW 
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3. Is it Reaſon and Charity, that thoſe who would unite ſhall not, 
becauſe all will not upon ſome abatements. | 


4. Gain ſome, and they will help to draw-in others, mg b 


5- The more are United, the fewer remain to be Tolerated ; by 
which Toleration I mean no more, but a forbearing one another in 
Love, with the uſe of Goſpel. means to convince -and gain them, if 
poſſible, and by the Civil Sword to reſtrain and fuppreſs, them, when 
it ſhall be neceſlary, and dangerous to the State, and not before, Thus 
\that Excellent Perſon has given a moſt ſolid Anſwer, with. a moſt 
Chriſtian Spirit-: I ſhall add what I had from one of his Majeſties | 
Chaplains by way of Anſwer to the fame Objection : If there be but 


"room or way made for them the fault will be their own if they will 


not come in. If the Mother will receive her Children, and enter- 
rertain them as her own in-love, they muſt bear the blame if they 
will not return home. .I might add that they will. ſhew themſelves 


unworthy of that favour given them in the A&# of Toleration, if they 


grow more obſtinate and averſe, and utter enemies to. an accommo- 
dation, and may provoke Authority to take ic away. 


Another Objection, ' Why ſhoula there be” any Conceſſions or Altera- 
tions, when the preſent terms of Conformity are Lawful ? 


I Anfwer, They may be unlawful to them, (for tohim that eſteem- 
eth any thing to-be unlawful, to him it is unlawful. ; according to 
that, Kom.. 14. 14. ) but.not ex natura rerum, per ſe, and ſothey may 
be Lawful co us, and our. Conſciences ; or may be Lawful to one 
and not another, in point of Practice and Conformity ; | fo that yield- - 
ing to their Conſciences and their Scruples may conſiſt with the up- 
rightneſs and integrity of our own, and a Conformity upqn juſt 
grounds of conviction and ſatisfaction. 


A fecond Anſwer : The yielding to the Difſenters may be ſuch, as 
-not utterly to take away any thing, but to leave ſome things at liber- 
ty, as the Ceremonies ; eſpecially the-Sign of the Crols. - And as the 
reat Dean of St. Pals motioned, whether thoſe expreſſions, which 
the ſtrict exerciſe of Ducipline in Biwrying the Dead, were 

not berrer left ar liberty in our preſent caſe ; [there being a confeſſed 
| want” 
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want and neglect of Diſcipline] ; And whether requiring only an uſe 
of the Lirurgy, and approbation- of that uſe, and ſubſcription to it 
leaving the {ubſcription according to the Canon,. and the Afent an 
Conſent, to all andevery thing contained and preſcribed,” according as 

rſons Conſciences: are ſatisfied or unfacisfied therein : It is certain 
that the Uniformity/in: Worſhip, and the end of that Af for Unifor- 
mity is anſwered by an uſe of the Prayers, as by Law Eſtabliſhed. 
No doubt but. many, would Conform upon ſuch a Liberty granted, 
who'caunot fatisfie their. Conſciences in the preſent terms of Confor- 
mity.- But the leaving things thus at Liberty, were no Argument that 
they are Unlawful. | 


Further ; Such yielding as this would make no ſuch Alteration but 
that our preſent Common-Prayer Books would ſerve ; which they 
might. do, if ſeveral Repetitions were lefr out, as of the Lords 
Prayer, which we uſed ſa often at firſt, (and continued fince'becaute 
received at firſt,) that the people might learn ir in their ' Engliſh 
Tongue ; even thoſe. many that could not read, -and uſed before ts 
{ay it in Latin, Pater noſter, GC. 


Other. Repetitions, as of Py Gloria _ Patri after every Pfalm, 
(yielded to be lefr-out by thoſe-who met. at the Biſhop of Lincolns 
Houſe, in King Charles 1..time) and the one of the Creeds, uſing the 
Nicene Creed upou ſome certain days only : Which. were the better 
way of leſſening the length of the: Prayers, by taking away ſome Re- 

petitions, Which our-Difſeating Brethren do nor-pretend to be unlaw- 
= but only tobe inconvenient, as ſome Conformiſts acknowledge 

0. ae T 


Third Anfwer : Further, The Preface to the Common-Prayer ac- 
knowledgeth, © that-the particular Forms of Worſhip, and- the Ce- 
<< remonies-appointed to be uſed, being things in their own nature 
&« indifferent and alrerable ; it is but reaſonable, ſuch changes and 
<. alterations ſhould be made therein, <&c.- | 


_ 1r faith further, *©That in the Reigns of ſeveral Princes of Bleſſed 
<c. Memory. fince the Reformation, the Church upon juſt and weigh- 
< ty Conſiderations hath yielded to make ſuch Alterations, as -in 
< their reſpeQive times were thought convenient, But when the 


034) 
Church did yield in thoſe matters, ſhe did not yield them up as utter- - 
ly unlawful, but inconvenient, or leſs ſuitable to thoſe times'; & pro 
conditione temporum, ſome things are more, ſome leſs convenient, and 
fit for continuance or alteration accordingly. 


Fourth Anſwer : The preſent terms of Conformity will be the 
{ame as to their Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs, whether there be an 
condeſcenfions for Diflenters, or none at all. As I am a Conformi 
both in judgment and practice, fo 1 could offer Arguments in defence 
. of my preſent Conformity, as well as for Conceſſions to the Noncon- | 
formiſts. Yet the Learned Biſhop Coſazs declared in his laſt Teſtament, 
- that it was the great duty of us all to Unite, and I am ſure it is ſo, 
and that it is no duty of any at all, tocenfure or condemn the preſent 
terms of Conformity as Unlawful, upon the account of any conceſſi- 
ons or receſſions from them, for fo good an end as an happy Re-union | 
and Comprehenſion, I need not remind you in how many Precepts 
this Duty is enjoyned, how tenderly and compaſiionately the Apoſtles 
of our Lord dealt with weak ones, how earneſtly they charged us to 
receive them, to-bear with them, to become all things to them to gain 
the weak, to pleaſe them to their edification, &c. Apgnenys enough 
to convince us that it is our duty, whatever-the World ſay, or think 
of us, to yield fomewhat to the weakneſs of our Brethren, and to 
relax, as the Author of the Serious and Compaſſionate Enquiry has it, 
p. 102. Making the terms of Communion more free and eafie ; this is 
highly recommended by ſome good men, as the moſt proper expe- 
dient for a Proteſtant Church in our condition. | 


Another Objection. Jt would be a diſhonour (ſay ſome) to our fir FI | 
Reformers, to taks away thoſe things which they Eſt a hſped. Fe 


To which Anſwer ; as Trxe ſtate of the Primitive Church. The 
Fathers of this Church, when they Reformed this Nation from Po- 
, were deſirous to fetch off as many as they could, retaining for 

this cauſe all the Ceremonies, &c. Certainly we cannot do our Fore- 
Fathers a greater. hozoxr, than to obſerve their Rule of Reaſon, to 
conform to the times ; and therefore Fey are groſly miſtaken, who 
think it a diſhonour to them, for us to take away what they have 
Eſtabliſhed, when we keep cloſe to the reaſon wherefore they did 
Eſtabliſh ir. | | $4237, wageet. 
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Iren;' p. 225. This Temper. was uſed'by our Reformers, in com- 
poling/our- Liturgy in+ reference to the 'Papiſts,; to whom they had 
then an eſpecial eye, as being the-only party then appearing whom 
_ they deſired to draw into their Communion, by coming: as near them, 
as they well and ſafely could ; I fay the fame reaſon which at that 
time made them yield ſo far to them, would now have perſwaded 
them to alter and lay aſide thoſe things which yield matter of offence 
to'any of the ſame perſwaſjon -with themſelves. For ſurely none 
'will be ſo uncharitable rowards thoſe of his own Profeſſion, as to 
think'there.is not as much reaſon to yield in compliance with them 
as wich the Papiſts. Further, Lloyds State Worthjes in £arerto, 
P- 998. inthe Life of Archbiſhop Zaza, he brings in that- Bi 10s 
diſliking Mr. Calvins words of Centure, Tolerabules ineptias, 
knew.not ſaid the Biſhop the temper of. the Nation, requiring then 
not what was abſolutely beſt, but moſt conveniently good. And thus 
our Reformers did what was beſt in their days, or moſt convenient 
ood : Even as Ariſtotles Organon might be beſt in the days of old, 
ut now the caſe is altered, and the reading Lectures qut of that Book - 
is commonly with leſs profit, than other Logicks would be ; the caſe 
may be applicable to ſome things atleaſt ip the Common-Prayers, if 
not the Worſhip it {elf, as not done ſo much to edifying, &c. And 
the Reformers reaſon for their Impoſition ceafeth, which was the en- 
largement of the Church, by gaining and winning as many as could 
be, to our Communion : 'T he Papiſts came to. this Worſhip rill che 
roth or 12th year of Queen Eljzaberhs Reign : 'But now it hinders 
and ſhuts ſonie of ouf Reformed Proteſtant Brethren out of our 
Church ; 'and ſo the reaſon which made at firſt for the impoſition, ma- 
keth as much now for the abrogation of ſome things therein. 


I fay again, not a diſhonour'to our firft Reformers ; becauſe a due 
acknowledgment may he made of their worth, and the work of Re- 
| formation in their days,. that it was the beſt, the fitteſt, or at leaft 
praiſe-worthy. Our Forefathers, who knew what Popery and a 
Maſs-book was by {ad Experience, rejoyced, that they had Prayers 
ſound for the ſubſtance , and purged from the Corruptionsof the Maſs 
book, 'and looked upon it as a wonderful Bleſſing from Heaven, and 
were thankful. ' And-if ſomewhat be inconvenient, and+ leſs ſuitable 
ro:the genius of the'people in tliefe days,. not ſinful and unlawful, or 
unmeet for good Chriſtians to joyn in ; I preſume no diſhonour mw 

"—_ F. | 
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be done to our firſt Reformets ; who, :as:ſeveral are apt to imagine, 
if they had-lived io theſe days, would. have taken at leaſt :Jome- few 
_ things away forthe enlargement of-our Communion, | 19391 fk $1353 
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Thirdly, .Gods Honour is grea: et that: that of our firſt Reformers ; 
but God, .is highly diſhonoured by this Worſhip, as:it'ts at -prefent 
performed, . careleſly, negligently, under contempt by many;-:and 
by-mott; :I am afraid, little regarded, as to the devout uſe of. it. And 
the Queſtion. muit:end in this ; whether God will be mere. Honoured 
by the continuance of the Common Prayers, as at preſent z or-whe- 
cher. (with Submiſſion to the Wildom of our'Governours) it -may not 
admit of analteration in ſome things for the better ? Whether it is 
dike todo moſt gaod to, Souls, and beit attain the ends gf” Worſhip, 
inits preſent-uſe, .6r arty Amendments or Concafſions for a Compre- 
henſion : So be xt, Gods Worſhip be done to-edifying by the greater 
part -of our arg. r=P% in the City and. ow 10 10 uh God will 
have the Glory, and all good Chriſtians will be fatished, + - | 


Another ObjeRtions:Whatineetl of a Comprehenſion ? Are we not as 
=c//withoirr £.: bat Jhall we be the better for it 9 | ln 4 16 


«. 
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.-Towhich1 Anfwer; -There are no doubr:a Thouſand Bleſſings bf 
Heaven and Earth accompanying that Church flate, ' which like-the 
Heavenly Society is at Unity in it ſelf. If there were any..Commu. 
mry here upon Earth that enjoyed a perfeCtion.'of- Love; and Peace, 
_ how ambitious would. Mortals be to enter into. that: Peaceful Society. 
Bur the neareſt approach that we can make unto it-is: by: a Phjlade!- 
phian ſtate, » An Heavenly thing 15 Unity, as Nazianzer well ob- 
ſerved, Pugnas & diſſidia neſcire Deum & Angelos ; No broyls, no 
jars 1» Heaven, nothing bur Peace. there, and it i5:a;kind-of Heaven 
up6ni Earth; when Brethren dwell:together in Unity,- Pfad:: 133;'T:; 
Bebold bow good and pleaſant a thing it ts, &c. Pleatant to. behold;. a 
lovely fight rofeean Army marching in an exact order ;. and as-ainia- 
\> bleand acceptable to hear people of the fame .Pariſh;: Town, Ciry., 
and Jvngdom pouring, out their jatat- requeſts, with' ene Mauth,:and 
bne Heart-praying for the Peace and Profpenity. of Z#dnc| 'O:the Be- 
"melits:of Union are unſpeakably great ! 41 profeſsmy {elf toftandad- 
_ wiring the vanity of this-contentious World: that-yalues fuch-a diate 


Cap) --. 
nOuINOTE-. ppc men of the-moſt  ferene- temper, ' men that; 
afterir, .ifoit wete poſſible: toattajnto:fome. 


it, or ſomewhat like it, by Oy" "with all: men; and-by 
being Þ PESOETRETS: 
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Benefits o Te and Unity.. 
<p OR FF a ay; 

Ord Bacon Ef I3- Speaking of Peace in » the Chir Gs £ te; 

L containeth ſor TE ic eſtabliſheth Faith, ir kindlech 
; andit turneth the Labours of Writing and Reading of © Gqu- 

troven 's, ints-Treatiſes of Mortification and Devotion, BT 


> ifkip Abdrews Sermons, pp; 672. -The Spirit dwells.not Bis ba 
Usiry ard Eove is. —— Think of chisſeriouly, and {et ir down; that) 
it Salers bis Tabernacle ;- and Salem is Peace; |.and fo the Fathers 
read it, iz pace facts eſt hoexs ejus, make that place. for him, and he: 
will-fay, "ore is my | Rells here will I dwell, for I _ a del, + 4 
rag 91 12713 ey "0 oN Pit 4 
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PN Vertues Plea for-P Patns Chrif hath "yy "Bleed are "the Price. | 
takers, they Ball be: called the Children of God, Matth.'5: 9,: AS we! 
would! ſhare this Bleſſedneſs, ler! it be our ftudy.. tems, ps 531 
Wouldwe ſee good; ind enjoy: lon nocay br _ we rH Py we 
have that Wiſdom which is from above, be aceable,: I aw ; 
for rifles, contend: not about uncertainties. 


<J 


;: Dei Goods Firmianne th Dubitantine, p-165.- Iris not hed 
ed; -bÞr/that\Peace and[Unity, and! Love-:among-our ſelves, > would: 
rich difhearter-thoſe reſtleſs enemies/of-our Church! and Stare, ;1c@#0;" 
_Mdcauſe Religion-andPrimigive-Chriftianiry to flouriſh, inouaigs 
Table divided Nation ; while that time, which is: ndw.ſpehs i | 
Wangnge and unchriſtian Contentions, would be better employ ed 

. F 2 in 
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in devout Prayer, Holy Meditation, and Mortification'6f our Cor- 
ruptions, in Duties of Piety towards Almighty God, , and: of -Love, 
Mercy and Charity one towgrds another. 7 Fart 


Mr. Jekyls Sermons on Jer. 5. 29. p. 30. Next to Peace with God, 
without which all other ſecurity will prove deceitful, Unity amongft 
our ſelves is certainly Oe mor _—_ thipg to the ming of us an 
happy people ; and till that be attained, we may poſſibly be quiet 
but we ſhall never be ſafe. , | hens 
| I ſhall conclude this with an excellent Speech of that Pious and 
Peaceable Prelate, Dr. Reynolds, in his Sermon of Self-denyal, to- 
wards the end; It were worth not only our Faſting and Prayer ; but 
our Studying, .our Sweating, our Bleeding, our Dying, to recover 
Peace to the Church, and Unity amongſt Brethren again. | 


I could argue alſo from the miſchievous effects and conſequences of 
our DiviGons, that the caſe of our,Church muſt be very fad and de- 
plorable while our Diviſions and Confuſions in matters of Religion 
continue. AMalorum ilias, a multitude ef evils throng in upon a 
Church through irs unchriſtian Diviſions, A divided ſtate is an un- 
happy | ſtate; it-is a ſtate of Separation from God as well as ffom their 
Brethren. Le of | 


Biſhop Andrews Sermons, p. 672. And what is there would ſooner 
grieve him, (the Holy Spirit) and make him to quit us, than diſcord 
or diſunion ? Among divided men or minds he will not dwell ; not 
but where Unity and Love is. They may talk of the Spiric without 
theſe in vain. To fay Truth, who would be hired to dwell in 4c- 

ſheck, Pſal. 120. 5. where nothing is but continual jars and jangles ? 
- Such places, ſuch men areeven as Torida Zona, not habitable by the 


|  - Spirit, by this Spirit : Bur for the Spirit of Diviſion, ue habirer inter 


eos Demon, a fit place for the Devil to dwell among ſuch. And ſure- 
ly he that hath an heart affected with any ſenſe of the miferable cafe 
of- our divided Church (though blefed be God not in fo lamentable 1 
caſe now as in former Fears ) he that hath any concern for it muſt 
needs be convinced/that we are not well, cannot be well in our mul- 
tiplicity of Diviſions. | "N 


The 
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The Lord Chancellor Hides Speech'ro the Parliament, 1660, He calls it 


gh, any a,fad hour, when be hath conſidered the almoſt irrepara 
ble Reproach: the Proteſtant Religion harh;undergone from tht; Divi- 


Biſhop Saunderſon's Sermons,ad Aulam,Serm. g. Sect.30; Odious to 
God, and grievous to eyery Godly Man it! is, when ſuch Voices as 


Tlie; Foes Teeth 5 iy * - o 


I of Apollo. 


Mr, Baxter in the Life of Sir Matthew Hale faith, that he 'much 
lamented that ſo many Miniſters were filenced, the Church: weakned, 


'Papiſts ſtrengthned, the cauſe of Love and Piety greatly wronged and 


hindred by the preſent differences about Conformury. 


Doftor Good's Firmianus & Dubitantius, QC. p. 152; 'Tis indeed 
much to be lamented that we ſhould quarrel about Mint and Cum- 
min, to the prejudice of the more weighty and material duties , and 
ſcandal of our Religion. ey | 


Cauſes of the decay of Chriftian Piety , p. 424. Amidſt all our impor- 
runate pretences to Piety, if there be indeed any ſuch thing amongſt 
ys, methinks, it ſhould give us ſome relentings, make us fadly con- 
fider, what a deplorable Condition we have rought that very Re- 
ligion into by our Diviſions, 


Biſhop of Salisbury's Exhortation to Peace and Unity, p. 30. There 
have ariſen among us ſuch heats, ſo much bitterneſs, to violent an 
averſion to one another, thar it muſt needs beget great Grief , and 
{ad Apprehenſions in all that look on, -and judge impartially. 


Principles and Prattices of ſome Mod. &c. p. 4. It pains me tothe 
Heart when I conſider, fo what a prodigious heighth about matters in 
| "B-3 Religion 


( 49?) | | 
Religion our. feuds aregrown, and how utterly averſs the too many 
 Sevand Parties weaze Wupibled Lint; ares! to. entertain tought of 
Feace and Accommodation”: Ny 2} 1-221497" Ac Y i 
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Unity of the Carbolick Church, PT; : Wholoever with at Impars© 

tial er and a; truly 04's wow concern for the Honour: of God, the-/ 
Credirof the Golpel; ard the Salvation of: Men; looks into'the State: 
of :Chriftendom/s i hitabilees find! any'preater cauls'of ſorrewft'! 
RefleCtions, 'thah fromte many Diviſions ard'Anitmofiries' which have" 
diſtrated and ſeparated its: Parts. 


' Mr. Wakes Serm. ou Rom. 15.5, 6, 4: do-not- believe-there is 
any good - Chriſtian'iſo little affeCted-avirh'thoſe unhappy:;Diviſions, 
uader which the Church-at. this'day fabdurs;ias n6t beth: hedrrily: to/: 
deplore them, and to think that nothing could be too much, that might 
innocently be done on all hands for the redreſliag of them. And-to 
ſhow that thele Worthy Men had ctuſe to- nin gre and SPREs our 
= ors wn [ ſhall | SE $5, 5EY _y Duh, 4 THEGILUHS i 
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iu; The Miſchief of our Diviſions,” 


1HE Firſt MiſchieF promoting Atheiſme, Arch-Fiſhop Grindal 
JB. in his Feir Waring, Pa FEY Edit: 10A; expres is Brear 
fear of two things, Ke pa HAS and both ariſing out of our 
2 needlels differences. {ORE He Fyennev of our Region gym this, 
that nothing can be eſtabliſhed by Law in the” Proteſtant Religion, 
whoſe every . part is not oppoſed by ſome or othet of her 'own: Pro- 
_ feffors; 10 that things, continuing” looſe. and. confuſed ,* the Papilts 
"have their Opportunity to urge their way, Which is atrended" with 
Order and Goyerninent Eur Religion continuing thus diſtrated 
and divided, ſome vile Wretches lay hold on the Arguments 'on one 


3 | fide to confute the other, and fo hope at laſt to deſtroy all. 


Judge Hales's Diſconrſe of Religion p.' 49. When Mei fee fo*rmich 

Heat and Paſſion, fo much Feryour and Contention, ſuch Reproaches 

"arid Revilings, ſuch Exaſperations of Authority on either Party, ſuch 

mutual Profecutions one of -another, that'more” could not roflitly be 

done between Diflenters in thoſe points, which both agree to be Fun- 

damental.; Atheiſtical Spirits areapt to.conclude, that probably thole 

points that both ſides ſuppoſed to H of greater "moment", are” Ejuſ- 

dem Farine, as thoſe in. Conteſt, which” all Mentake to be ſmall and 
inconſiderable. : Woe 

ey,” Hooker Frolaf ical TOUR: P: 18. Speaking of | Atheiſt ical 

'per/0n5, by our Contentions their Irreligious Humour 15 muchgſtreng- 

thei : Allo by te to perſuit of Finer Rs pes: 

| profeſſing Religion, and agreeing in the principal Foundation thereof, 

ui Hh y conceive hope,: that about the higher: Principles themſelves, time: 

hard a Vie | IVEY 
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Abner's Plea for Accommodation, P t. lt will caſt a ſcandid on 
Religion, it will open the Mouths 0 the Adverſaries of the Truth : 
The Name of God 3s-blaſphem'd among the Gentiles through you, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 24. The worſt fort among them icoff at it, it is 
meat and drink to them : And the| better fort are ſtagger'd by it, dil- 
couraged from coming within the'pale of the Church , when they ob- 
ſerve Chriſtians, as Contentious, as Pagans ; Eelievers as quarrel- 
ſome, as Infidels. | | 


Unity of Catholick Chriſtians : The many Diviſions and Animoſities, 
which have diſtracted and ſeparatedthe parts of Chriſtendom, theſe 
have opened the Mouths, and whet the Tongues of its profeſſed Ene- 
mies to Reviling and Railings, and Prophane Scoffs againſt our Blefſed 
Lord and Saviour, and his Holy Religion, and ſtifled the firſt thoughts 
of admitting the” moſt Convincing Truths to a debate among Jews , 
Turks, or Pagans, and ſtopt their Ears againſt the wiſeſt Charmes : 
To no onecauſe can we more reaſonably impute. the {mall progreſs 
which Chriſtianity hath-made in the World for a Thouſand years 
paſt. The ſame contents have a pernicious influence at home upon 
the Faith and Manners of thoſe within the Pale of the Church : Men 
are hereby too foon tempted into ſomegegree of Sceptiſciſm abouf've- 
ry material points of Chriſtian DoEtrine, ' in which they obſerve ſo 
many to differ among themſelves. | Ginn 


Riſhop Hacket on AQts 15. 39. Where many Sets ſpring up, it 


calls the Truth more.intoqueſtion z and the fewer Proſelytes will be . 


Sained. 


Secondly, By bringing en to a Lukewarmneſs and Iadifferency in . 


- the great. things of Religion. 


. Biſbop Whitgift's Lerrer.to the Council, in Fullers Hiſt. L.g. That 
in King Edwards Time, and in the beginning of Queen Elizaberhs be- 
fore the heat of theſe Contentions , the Goſpel mig prevailed. 
But ſifce this Schiſm and Diviſion the contrary EffeCts have happened. 


Defien of Chriſtian. p. 236. It. is tco viſibly apparent to be de- 
Jo, thoſe who have ſuch a ſcalding hot ZE. 


nied, [orcontend fo 
earneſtly] either for, or againſt things'of no certainty , and no ne- 
28d | ceſſity 
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ceſſity, are. many of them,” as their Predeceflors the Phariſees were , 
in the very other Extream, as to nota few . of the weightieſt matters 
of Religion. -. ;, RON | | 


Conformiſts Plea for the Nonconformiſts, Part 4- pag..17 ; It ren- 
Pier Labours of the -Worthieſt  ſuſpeted:; and Aefpiſed [by the 
contrary-minded.] The moſt uſeful, profitable , 'ſearching Books 
which the World hath moſt need of, are not as much as look'd into 
by many, but rejected, becauſe the Books of F -— s (as they are 
called; Yea, more, if: a Conformiſt have the Name of F —- 
ſome of our Church-P—— will not come nigh the door-poſts of Wil- 
dom. "a. 


Mr. Kidder's Sermons, 1 Pet 3.11. We quarrel for Trifles, and 
neglect our unqueſtionable Duty to God and Man. 


Dottor Burnet, Biſhop of Salisbury , Matth. 12. 25. p: 5. The ill 
Effects of this Zeal [.or ontentiouſaets) upon our ſelves will be, That 
as this Temper grows upon us, all our inward ſeriouſneſs will in- a 
creat meaſure abate, and turn meerly to a Form : And with that, ma. 
ny other Sins will creep in upon us; we will bear with-many ill 
things in others, becauſe they are of our Party, whom otherwiſe we 
would deteſt for their ill-Lives, and by Converſing much with them , 
we will contract at, leaſt a Familiarity with their. Vices, and perhaps 
imagine, That by our rage and heat we offer up ſome CE Sa- 


| crifice to God, to compenſate for our other Diforders. 


Canfes of Decay of Piety, p- 251. - When bitter Zeal was once- 
fermented, the Orthodoxy or Hereſie of Lives became ſoon Tearms 
out-dated, -and Men were meaſured -only by Opinious : rem p.. 301. 
They are not much dilcompoſed, to ſee Men of no Religion , "tis. on- 
Iy the having one different from their own that makes their Indig- 


nation, | 


My. Cook's Sermons on Rom. 12.18. p. 243; What a ſiding is there 
with this and the other Zealous and Conſcientious Sect, even by.thoſe 
that have neither Zeal, nor Conſcience, but are Deride of both 
and of {trict Holineſs inall ſorts of Profeſſors. | 


xf 
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| dix' to the third part of the Friendly Debate, P. 143; Doftor 
Jackſon tells us the firſt ground of his diſlike to the c ief Solcirors of. 
Reformation in our Church , was the deformity of their Zeal, not 
moving them to redreſs known Enormities of the Commopn-wealth , 
much more material, and much more nearly concerning the Advance- 
ment of the Goſpel, than thoſe doubtful Controverſies of Formality, 
about which they ſtrove. 


Biſhop Wilkins oz Rom. 14. 17, 18; Let a Man but indifferently 
look round about him, —_—_ all the kinds of Parties in. our times, 
even thoſe who in his own judgment he eſteems the beſt, and then fay ; 
Whether both our Common Peace, and the Power of Religion. hath. 
not ſuffered exceedingly upon the account of our Zeal in lefſer- 
matters. | 


Another Miſchief, it deftroys Charity.. 


Dottor Steward's Englands Caſe, p, 26: In ſuch Diviſions as theſe, 
Men are extreamly apt to __ all Bonds of Peace, and for poſſeſſion 
-—— 2 "a of a little ſuppoſed Truth, quit indeed their whole ſtate of 
Charity. - 31 


Xt. Kidder's Sermons, 1 Pet. 3.11. We do indeed fiercely 
contend with each other, bur'it is becaufe we want Charity 5 We neg- 
te& that plain Duty, whileft we are fond of fome Opinion of our 
own, which is often falfe, and at beft but doubtful. 


Pref. to Uſhet*s Body of Divinity. Men. falling into Sefts and 
Schifms, break the Bond of Love, and fall off fromthe Communion of 
Saints, as though it'wereno Article of their Creed ; ant being in Love 
with their own New Tenets, they contend more for them , 
than any Fundamental Truths, ' and hate', Malign moſt bitterly and 
Uncharitably all thoſe that differ from them in their Opinions, though 
never ſo Conſcientiqus and Religious, as though they profeſſed not the 
fame Faith, yea, fervedmot the Tame God, nar believetin” the ſame 


Cauſes of the Decay of Obriftian Pity, p. 384 It is apparent in 
roo many, That they are-apt to.confine even the Common _ of 
F umanit 


T2 
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Humanity to their own Set; and others who do.not fo, yet ſhew ſo 
grear partiality in diſpenſing them , as diſcovers; tliat the Name of 
Chriſtian is not half fo charming as that of their own- particular 
Faction. | 


My. Cook's Serm. Rom. 12.18. How dreadful is it to conſider 
what we may plainly obſerve, that Difſention, Hatred, and Rancour 
is not fo Violent and Irreconcileable berwixt Extream Oppoſites, who 
diſſent utterly-(as Pagans and Chriſtians for Example). as it commonly 


is betwixt ſubordinate Profeffors , who agree upon Generals:, and: in 


the main Subſtance, butdifſent'in Parti . Thoſe of the Church 


-of Rome this day rather Tolerate, do not ſo extreamly hate , 4 Tirk, 


a Jew, a Pagan, as they doa Proteſtant , and tome Proteſtants to be 


quit with them, do in affection and kind ulage too plainly prefer a 


Heathen or Mahometan before them. 


Judge Hales's Diſcomrſes of Relig. p. 37. It often comes to pals that 
not only the Common'Bond of Charity, and of Chriſtian Love is bro- 
ken between the Profeſſors of the ſame Subſtantials in Chriſtianity, bur 
there is moſt ordinarily much more Severity, and Perſecution and Im- 
placableneſs, and Irreconcileableneſs, more Endeavours to undermine, 
and fupplant, and difgrace Difſenters , more Scorns, and vilifying, 
and reproach, and Infolence one towards another in their viciſſitudes 
of Advantage, than there is between Men of the moſt looſe and pro- 
_ Lives, and Profeflors of Chriſtianity ; between Orthodox -and 

ereticks; my, between Chriſtians, 'and "Turks, .or Infidels- many 
times. | 


Biſhop of Saligburies Exhortation to Peace , - p. 11. Luther and 
Zujnglius differerice about the Sacrament has raiſed ſuch an alienation, 
that in many places the Zutheyaws are no-leſs, and in fome more fierce 
againſt the Calviniſts, than againſt Papiſts. | 


Biſhop Reynold's Brotherl cement, p. 8. Through the preva- 
lenecy of Corruption, the Fettions of good Men fo allming cs of- 
ren' Alienated and -E one from another. - | 

Glamvil's Carbolick Chavity;' p. 8. Though I ſs never {6 much 
eagerneſs for an Opinion, or for an Indifferent Circumftance , 
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out the Conſcience of Chriſtian Love, I ſhall never call that forward- 


neſs for thoſe little things, Zealor Religion ; yea, though thoſe warm 
Men ſhould ſacrifice their Lives to their beloved Trifles, I ſhould not 
think them Martyrs, but fear rather, that they went from one fire to 


another, and a worſe, as 1 Cor. 13. 3. 


Ar. Cook's Sermons 0n Rom. 12. 18. 'p. 3. Though ſome di- 
vided Parties may in their ſeveral wayes exerciſe many Acts of true 
and ſubſtantial Worſhip, yer whileſt rhe Members thereof retain in 
their hearts any unpeaceable Diſpoſition , or bitter Envy (though 
'thay call it Zeal) againſt another Party, all the Effects of their Reli- 
gion mult neceſfarily be null and void ; becauſe in our Religion wecan 
nd no ſort of diſpenſation.for an Uncharitable Temper. 


Glanvil's Catholick Char. p. 55,56. WH therefore we are. Friends 
to Chriſtian Love, let us avoid, and oppoſe this its moſt fatal Enemy 
and conſider that we ſhould exerciſe our Zeal about the necefſary , 
certain things, .and our Charity about the reſt. /- 


That Diviſions are Rutinous 'of a Church. 


 Bucer; T ſee, with what Art Satan doth reſiſt, -[7..e, the Reforma- 
tion 3 ] While he goeth abour to ſtir up ſo many pernitious Conten- 
tions, as well in Doctrine,.as Rites. - For ſurely, except we remove. 
1p manifeſt diſhonourings: of God, -whereby the-whole Kingdom of 
God may. be. renewed, - Oh: how :intolerable Wrath of God ſhall 
be kindled againſt this Rhealm! In another place, With this crafty 
flight hath that Ancient Enemy driven” miſerable Germany unto theſe 
preſent Calamittes, wherewith they-benow oppreſſed, (4n King Edward 
the VI. dayes.).God forbid., Chriſt Jeſus, I ſay,” our -orly Saviour , 
forbid, that he prevail againft Eng/and with this crafty ſubtilty, 
Biſhop Andrew's Sermon, p. 913. Let us begin with the motion 
for Fire from Heaven' upon the Samaritans, Luke g. 55. Let us begin 
with.that which was the beginning of all this quarrel , diffent in_Reli- 
Sion between the Samaritan and:the Few. Welee the fruit of it here, 
and what Spirit it makes Men of, mutual and mortal hatred breaking 


forth;upon ms occaſion. And theſe two the Samaritans and the Jews * 


made not an end of it, till.it made an end of them. In Joſephs you ſho] 
| Ee 
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ſe in the. days of Claudine. (Cumarey then Deputy.) the very like 
rel to Thug ; UpON the very ſame occaſion, taken .up wholly 


by the Zelote, and purſued hard,: opened the way co the- Jews. War, 
which never ended till the utter rooting out, "and delolation' of them. 


both, 


Tnjuntt. of K, James I. co the Biſhops, 1626. One thing there is, 
which proves a- great hinderance of this State, and not continued 


amongſt the people without great offence: againſt God, detriment- 


both to Church and: State, and our great diſſervice inithis aud all other 
buſineſs : It is the breach of Unity which is grown too great aud 
common amongſt all ſorts of men : The danger, of this goes'far ; for 
in all States it has, made way for enemies to enter. mY 


My. Hookers Anfwer to Hr. Travers Supplicat: p..30. Therecan 


come nothing of Contention, but the natural waſte of the parties con- 


tending, till a common Enemy dance in the aſhes of them both. . 


Halls Works, Biſhop of, Norwich, p. 413. 1f wedeſice the grief, of 
our common Mother, the languiſhing of the Goſpel, the extirpation 
of Religion, the loſs of Poſterity, the advantage. of our Adverlaries, 
which way could theje beeffected more, than by our Diviſions? 


24r. Vertues Plea for Peace, p. 25. Falling out among our ſelves 
weſtand aloof off one from another, . ſuffering: our ſelves' tobe de- 


voured by the comnion-Foe, i while. we look on: : Yea happily. we ſhall - 


be ready to act one againſt anorher,. and fo to fave the Enemy a la- 
bour ; as Moab againſt Ammon, and Ammon againſt 2oab, and Edom 
againſt both, ſheathing their. Swords each in other ; ſo that Jehoſaphat 
and his Jews needed not to ſtrike ftiroke, .2. Chron. 20. 3, Iſa; 9. 24. 
Gal. 5. 15. It is a Dutch device,,-.and a; good one, _ to-this-purpole, 
of two earthen pots jawonyy , on the water, frangimur f collidimur, 
we are broken all to pieces if we claſh one uzainit another. Jdem, 


P. 31. Beſides that God doth often' puniſh: breaches and diviſions in. 
the Church among Chriſtians, by railing up ſome ſtorm: againſt them, 
which may teach them better to agree ; we being in this-c00- like, c0.. 


Sheep, which on a fair Sun-ſhine day are ſcattered each from other 

on.the Mountains, but a ſtorm brings them together : So doth Exje- 

bixa relate, that the Church enjoyed much peace and freedom imme- 
| | | diately 


2 
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diately before the. Perſecution raiſed apainſt itby Djocleſiar ; and ma- 
king Þ better uſe of tir than to Gall fander in Divifow ton -FaQti- 
ous Contentions, "hiftanthy: God'raok + conr{@by way of puniftimer 


ts cover the Daughter of Zio with Clovd'in'his" Anger, "and to 


caſt down from Heaven to Earth the beauty of 1/rael, and not to re- 

member his footſtool in the day of his Anger, ſetting up the Right- 

' handof his Churches enemies, and making their idverfaries to re- 
joyce. - Lam. '2. 1.  Pſal. 39..42. | | 


My. Ward of Ipſwict's Sermons, p. 253. Charity, Charity is the 
builder of Churches : Strife about trifles hath waſted many. famous 
ones, and placed the Temple of Mahomer where the Golden Candle- 
ſtick was wont to ſtand. We pity the foritier Ages contending about 
leavened and unleavened Bread, keeping of Eaſter, Faſting-on Sun- 
days, 'the future Ages will do the like by us. * | 


Pygots Abners Plea for Accommodation in 43, P. 33. Take heed, 
your private difſentions do not expole you as a prey to the common 
adverfiry.- I remember:the dying Fathers admonition to his Sons - 
Having call'd them all together, he-cauſed'# Faggot tobe brought inte 
the Roum, and commanded the ſtouteſt of-them to break it ; they 
tryed one after another, but nong of them- could do it, then he bade 
them undo the band, and take them ſtick by ſtick, and 1o they ſnapped 
. them aſlinde£ like a twined thread : Thus ſhall it be with you, m 
Sons, (faith the Old'Many when T am dead, - if you continue unit 
and knit together in the bond' of Peace and-Eove®, no Enemies fhall 
be able to hurt you ; but if you once break the- bond, and fall mto 
differences among your ſelves, you'l preſently- be broken to pieces, 
and come to- nothing. Jtemr, P: 42; The wild Boar of the Foreſt, 
I meattthe 7 wrk,, - had never made ſuch inrodes into Chriftendom, had 
it- not beenfor the Aifſention of Chriſtian Brethren. ' We? 


Emer Bank. Upon- the Rebellion in Ireland, Ejac. 3. Becauſe we 
have not more loved thy Truth, and practiced m Charity, thou haſt 
ſuffered #Spirit'of error and bitterneſs, of mutual and mortal hatred 


rOarite! amonp'us: 


boy Reynolds- Broth. Agreement, p. 18. Cites holy C Ts 
1 hig-time looked-upon tt as one oreat cauſe of' chat fore” Perſe- 
| cution, 


UMI-] 
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_ cntion; which God detitupon:the-Church : pry wang md jp 


ſaid he, been amongſtithe Brethren, we hal: lodg: 
Petirions from, ET neither hed weibeen thus long rolled 


with- thoſe Tempeſts, which endanger our. Faith and-Salvation, : | /mo 
vero nec venifſent Fratribus hec mule. R # its nun -nrnan. fuiſſet 


animata. 


Hackeromdds t5.39-'p. B, 9-: Thogaihge io will ann 


peep Hackerands 15: 'how! he: remov'd. from his Palace in the 


Eaft, becauſe weed bo corner of the Imperial City was filled with ad- 
ut Religion 3 much more you may-preſume that 


God Gat wil rl dep fo fromehat Ch rWhens, the fomioin, notorious diſ- 


cords are. .. ce : NU CO f ry 
4: l 


! 


Cauſes f dice of Hr wt Piety, , P4304. -Asto the « ion. 
of the Eafern Churches, he that ſhail examine the Record of thoſe. 


Times will have caule to ſoy, >their janglings and diviſions were not. 
only in-z. Moral and:Diviee, but even \inr.a. properinaturdl ſence. 
Inſtruments of it, the Turkouly m—_—__ in At. kb wnatctis wh 
rhemfelveshave made. © 


Glarvells Cath. Charity; y Po 17. The — evils -that have, -or 


can happen tothe Church, have beenithe effects of. the decay. of Cha- 
and'of -thoſe imeſtivedividons ithat have grown-up:ih-4t.; From. 


Tty, 
theſe he hath always:ſuffered more, - than from external Perſecutions. 


The flames within have conſumed her, when thoſe from without have. 


ouly ſing'd her garments. 


7 Ky by of Salisbury's Embort. to Peace and Zinices o» Matth. 12. 25. 


here -is:nothing that defeats the -end;;jof Religion more, atd. 
Toth more naturally lead- to all manner of : ſin and impieties, - _ 
V 


muſt end in Temporal as well as Eternal ruine,. then ovr-Di 
Pag, 9- In Divitions either. Pe. will be ſo inteat on-their lictle do- 


s. that the whole ; and they;will bire and. devour one. 


another, wit they 5" 5, confamed| ave ab avether, :06 made an 
6aſie Conqueſt to: Haar ſee; apdipproye-all their Krianeages. 


Trem, Exhort. P-10,.77. The. Africans continued maine 
bout Cecilia and his ordainers, till the Yandals came n —_—_— 
both 


' - toexpett anexemption from the common fate. 


(59) : | 
both the one and the-other. © Joem, 051 1:2\And cate think without 


 *Ronifhinent, tacgheidiffcrence of ttie-Procelſich;of:the Holy -Ghoſt | 


- could ever have rentthe Greek; atid:Latiz Churches fo violently 'one 
from another, 'that' the Zatins rather-than alfiſt the other, - look'd:ion 
till they were deſtroyed by the Orroman Family, "which has ever ſince 
been fo terrible a Neighbour to the reſt of Europe. 


Ms. Hesketh on Lam''3. 20, 21. p. 25. It were ſeaſonable to have 
made ſome refleCtions upoir' the unchriftian heats arid unreaſonable dif. 
ferences that_are among us; things that render us not only ſinners, but 

reat fools,” and plain' contriversfor 'our own Ruine. + For theſe are 
evils, 'thatwill deſtroy us alone, and by: their own weight fink. ns into 
deſtruction. Divided Societies laſt not long, the experience: of : all 


Ages confirms it for a Iruth ; and I do not ſee what reaſon we have 


- 


-' Dr. Mores Myſtery of Iniquity, p.'5 
fage fo welt xa Ra rc; as'that after 'the- decurſion of [the 
years of their Childhood, God will ripen them into a-more Manly 
lence of the great and indiſpenſable Duties of-the Goſpel ; that he 
will nor_ tolerate- nor connive any longer at their Childiſh ſquabling 
about Nut-ſhells, Counters and Cherry-ſtunes ; and menace them 
even with-deſtruftion, if they leave not off their animoſities-and atfe- 
rities of 'mihd about toys and trifles,-and hold faft to the Royal Law- 
of Love'? If ye bite'and worry 'one another, take heed that ye be not 
conſumed one of another...Gal. 5. 15. 


Mr. Hancocks Sermon on Luke 19. 42. If the judgments of God, 
which we have already-groaned under, "cannot-; ſure the dangers that 
- threaten us and->our Religion; might: help to abate. our heats, and 
- ſuppreſs .our diffetences : Did not Chriſtianity decay in the Church of 
Corinth as their Schiſms and FaCtions. increaſed ? Pag. 31. Were not 
the former Conqueſts of theſe Nations, the effects of our own Divi- 


ſions ? God grant that ſaying ——_—_ be applyed to us, which was 


uſed of. our Fore-Fathers, that whilſt they feverally quarrel'd among 
themſelves, -they were all overcome oj he. common Enemy. Jtem, 
They are convinced, that a number of pett 

reſts cannot long maintain their ground againſt the Roman Forces. 


Mr. Cooks 


$4- What harm is it to -pre- 


y Sects and divided Inte- - 


1 


UM | 


C: 5r 2 
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36: Je eltntes Jer. 5. 29- 1h 21 Bur: EIS LY 
which. t ſpeedily. prevented, will before - Meare aware! tet in-that 
which we, ſo much fear, and cry out againſt.;” (viz. ;) and 
which perhaps too roo many of-us, more or leſs, may beacceflary to; 
I:mean thofÞ -ubnatucal heats and. Ge Sr any amidſt 
which, .thavgh;we are-not. alrogerher ſ{werved-from the ;Form,; yt 


We:Are e ningey aging degenerated fromuhgqrue Spiritand ore Godt 
linefs ant eaag bY} How laK che afieCitand :0an 208 of 
theſe heart-burnings ochrites -firifes: a at | 
will be,, Fam: 6s to ys of ! lem, -P. 2$ (> Wee: diſtracting 
our own Devotions, yea and provoking (I had almoft faid devouring) 
one another, whilſt our Adverſaries in the day they look- for (which 
God ao may never ns] will make ai but ſwallow us 


up toget her. 


| few 


Prixciples. pay Prattices, p. hs f Ea.) Ir is high time to he recon- 
tiled to Moderation and *Sobriery, te-lay afide. our ,uncharitable,, and 
cherefore unchriſtian:heats againſt each other,” gnd-to hoop water up- 
on thoſe James, that threaten our deſtruction, (ani, byt for Gods in- - 

—finice Mercy, would. have effected. it before, now) infivadvr adding 


more fewel unto. it. 


__ 
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and to give wup ts thoſe ills, 'which were-gt firſt our own_depeaved 
thoice !-And God: \\we have too much reaſdn to fear 'thiy may 
b&-oit taſe | tat: we Who haveſo-perverfly violgedall the binds/of 
Unity, wantonly wrangled our ſelves out of all | iticlinations to'Peace, 
ſhould never be able to reſume them. Jrem, p. 428. This, alaſs ! 
as it is the fearfulleſt, ſo is it' the. probableſt iſne of our wild « conten- 
tions, ſuch as = Sur no miraculous efflaves of Divine Clemen- 

cy can” RVert. Tong; 


' To conclade; 1 as well we - may, with this « as an "5 Trath, 
from Mr. Kidaers Sermon on 1 Per. 3. 11. p.22. Theſe Contentions 
have done more miſchief than all the Perſecutions put together ; more F 
have fallen, ad more dangerouſly this wa ow beth {\Pwords: of fr 
Tyramts, and avowed ROI of our Rel | 
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Arguments for taking the Ceremonies away, 
or. leqving the Uſe of. them indi ifferent ; 


"eſp "_ the Sign of. the gs 


FJ Ere is the moſt proper place to cou Rwwheciactabg the 
Lawfulneſs prope place leaſt I ſhould in any thing which 
follows be. thought to condemn my own PE in point of Con- 
formity to theſe Ceremonies. | 


'—"ASto Kneeling at the RENT] I think the Rubrick ſhould fa- 
thee Perſons 3 s very plainly :. Ir is hereby declared, 'that no 
Adoration is int or -ought t0. be done, either unto the Sacra- 
mental Bread and Wine, there Bodily received, or unto any Corpo- 
real Preſence of Chrifts Natural Fleſh and Blood. For the Sacramen- 
ral 'Bread- and 'Witie remain ſtill in their very Natural —_— 
an 


(753; I 

and therefore may_ not be Adored, (for. that were Idolatry to be ab- 
horred of all faithful Chriſtians) and the Natural Body and Blood of 
our Saviour Chriſt are in Heaven, &c./,, * 

Mr, Bayns Chriſtian Letters, P. 201. Kneeling is neither an occa- 
fion , nor by participation Idolatry. Kneeling never bred Bread- 
Worſhip, and our Doctrine of the Sacrament! known to all the World, 
doth free us from ſuſpition, of Adoration. in it. - Thus he though a 


Nonconformiſt, 


247. Tombs Theodulia, p. 168. That whatſoever Geſture our Sa- 
viour uſed it doth not oblige us, becauſe the Geſture ſeems not to have 
been of choice uſed by Chriſt. 2. Becauſe St, Paul omits the Geſture, 
which he would not have done, ifit had been binding. _. 3 He nien- 
tions the Night, and calls jt the Lords Supper: ;* and if the Time” be 
not neceſſary, much leſs the Geſture. 4. If the Geſture doth oblige, 
then Chriſtians muſt uſe the ſelf-lame that Chriſt uſed, 5. e. Lying 
down or Leaning, &:c. Mr. Baxter in his Chriſtian Direfory (I Tink 
ok of the Sacrament) tells: us, he thinks Mr. Payboaies Book in 


fence of Xecling to. be yyanſ{werable. 


As to the Surplice ; Platina mentions it to be brought in very ear- 
ly into the Church,: in the days of the good Biſhops of Rome, Anno 
Domini 259, by Stephen a Martyr under Decius. the Emperour ; 
And nonecan deny but. that in the Apoles days, after Bapciſnyw@hi 
Baptized in thoſe hot Countries of the Egft, being commonly acleaft 


dipped or plunged in the Water with their naked Bodies) the perſons 


Baptized put on new white Veltments to ſhew the wy of a Chri- 


ſtian : Whence the Lords day after Eaſter (which Eaſter was their 


chief time of Baptizing) was called Dominica in Albi, the Lords day 
in White. - 24. Leighs Amotations on the New Teſtament tell you 
thoſe expreſſions of putting on the Lord Jeſus, and' putting off the! 
Old Man have alluſion to the Garments.  Perer Martyr ſpeaks in his 
Anſwer to Biſhop Hoopers Letter : The Defendersof this Ceremony. 
may pretend ſome honeſt and juſt Ggnification, and Zepperus himſelf, 
(though no Friend to the Sign of the Croſs in the Baptilmal Office, as 
Mr. Sprint tells us in.his Caſſander Anglicanu) ſpeaking of the A oma 
faith thus ; We read nothing of the Superftitious Habits in the Monu- 
anents of. Antiquity, except only I the White Veſture ; 'Ona - 


(54) T 
ſunt be ae Ri in ſigmm. &-Commone fattronen boneffatis vite, 
So that if” it were a fignificative Ceremony (as it-is.not inthe Church 
of Englands ule of it) yet in their jadginents the ofe of it might be 
innocent. Nt Pea IP 
- Biſhop Taylors Dudtor Duubitantinm, p. 668. Great Reaſon have 
we to honour the Wiſdom of the Church of England, which hath in 
all her Offices retained but one Ritual or' Ceremony that is not of Di: 
vine Ordinance, or Apoſtolical Practice, and that 1s the Crofs' art-Bap- 
tiſm - Which, though it be a ſignificant Ceremony, and of no other 
uſe, yet as it is a compliance with the Antient Church, tÞ is it very 

"innocent in it ſelf, and being one alone is not troubleſome [or burthen- 
fome]. Archbiſhop Whitgift ſaid, the Surplice was nor enjoyned as 
2 ſignificant Ceremony. The Canon, about. the ' Surplice mencioneth 
nothing of ufing it for ſignification of pirny or unſpotted innocency. 
We do not wear it as monitory or inſtructive to keep the inner man 
pure and clean, but as a Garment of uſe in the Antient Church, and 
tranſmitted down from them'to us, and retained at our Reformation - 
And ſome urge it to be decent, and no ways unbecoming a Mmiſter of 
the Goſpel, who may wear certainly White” as-lawfully 'as Black, 
without placing uy nr or Unholynefs in any Garment. If we ſee 
not ſo great reafon for the-impoſition or continuance, yet we may ſee 
ſufficient reaſon-for the ſubmiſion. It is not uſed by us as by the Pa- 
pits, who muſt have it halſowed or conſecrated by Praying over, it, 
that'it may defend him: that wears it from the Devil. They vfe ic 
indeed with 2 Superſtitiqus opinion of Holyneſs, but we have n&Con- 
ſecrating Surplices, nar any ſuch opinion that it is a fence againſt the 
Devil, or preſervative from his affaults and temptations. 


Several Nonconformitſts have ſaid; they wonld be content to Preach 
the Goſpel in . a. Fools coat rather than be fitent. ; as the Famous 
| Mr. Dazlie of France being asked his judgment by- ſome-Noncoufor- 
miſts of Englazd, ſaid (as Iam told by a French Miniiter, and that 
he had ſeen it mentioned in a Book wrate by one of our Biſhops} Thar 

* Ceremonies; were good, and before he Koulg make arent the 
Church for fuch things. as the Surplice, &c. If, the King of France 
would. give bimTeave t9 Preach at Paris, (which the King forbid. him ) 
he wage Preach, though it were-in a Fools coat,  * __ 
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As to the Lawfulneſs: of the Sign- of the Croſs at Baptiſm, It is, 1 

Baptize ,- F Baptize thee in the Name of the Father, &c. which is 
alt that is Effential to Baptiſm, or the Subſtance of that Ordinance : 
Then it follows, We receive this [Baptized] Child into the Congre- 
gation of Chrifts Flock, as the Priviledge. Baptiſm makes him a 
Member of the Catholick Church, and particularly of that Church 
into which he is Baptized: But the owning and receiving into Commu- 
nion is the, Churches At, Then follows, and fign him with the Sign 
of the Croſs in token, Fc. as ſipnificative, and-with the words decla-_ 
rative of that Duty, which he 1s obliged and bound unto by Baptiſm, 
to own the Faith of Chriſt Crucified, &c. And though v & Words 
are, In token that he ſhall not beaſhamed to own, &c. Ir is only in 
the Judgment of Charity, what the Church hopeth and expectethr 
from him hereafter, when he is come to years to know Good and 
Evil, his Faith, Profefſion, and Obedience to the Trinity, according 
ro his Baptiſm. And thus Dr. Roxrges in his Subſcription with Expli- 
cation of his meaning, allowed by King James the Firſt, and the Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, and declared to be the ſenſe of the Church of 
England : Where the Book faith, And do ſign him with the Sign of 
the.Crofs, intoken, &c. T underſtand, faith he, that Book not to 
mean, That the Sign of the Croſs hath any Vertue in it to effect or 
further this Duty , but only to intimate and expreſs by that Cere- 
mony (by which the Ancients. did avow their profeffion of Chriſt 
-Crucified ) what the Congregation hopetly and expecteth hereafter 
from that Infant : And therefore alfo when the Twentieth Canon 
Haich, Thar the Infant is by that Sign Dedicated unto the Service of 
Chrift, F underſtand that Dedication'to import, not a real Confecra- 
tion- of the Child, which was done in Baptifm it felf; but only a Ce- 
remonial Declaration of that Dedication, like as the Prieſt is ſaid to 
make clean the Leper, whoſe being clean he only declardd. 


There was undoubtedly a lawful ufe of the Croſs in ſome Primitive 
Chriſtians, while > foo among profeffed Jews and Heathens, Ene- 
mies of the Croſs of Chriſt, as Phzl. 3. 18. upbraidinurhe Chriſtians 
that their God dyed upon a Croſs. It beganat his.Crucifixion, Math. 
27.41, 42} Fhe Chief Priefts mocking him with the Scribes and Elders 
ſaid, If he be the King of Ifrael, let him now come down from the Croſs, 
and we wilt bekieve him. The more others ſcoffed at the Chriſtians for 
their Crucifiet Saviour, with the greater Courage, Refolution, and 

- | Conſtancy 


(56) 
Gonſtancy did the Chriſtians own'and make profeſſion of him. And 
this was a ſign profeſſing Chriſt , which at the ſight of Jews and 
Irfidels, in the Markets, and where elſe was of common ufe 
among the Chriſtians , uſed at their Meals many times , and Tranſla- 
ted to Baptiſm. When rhe Empire became Chriſtian, Conſtantine 
ufed it, and others in their 1m oh of War, to fignifie, Chriſt Cru- 
Cified was the God they owned, and: expected: Victory in Battel 
from him. In their Coats of Arms, in their Coynes. at. this day, it 
is uſed as of Old; to ſhew the Religion of the Perlons, or: the Coun- 
| tries, that they were Chriſtians. If any Object that was a Civil uſe 
of it, and not Religious, I ſay ir was of Religious ſignification there. 
Yet indeed with Perer Martyr, for mine own part, I with that all 
things may be done ſimplicifiime, moſt free from Humane mixtures 
in the Worſhip of God; Again, Its ſignification and uſe is, ad homi-. 
z:em, and not ad Deum. For firſt, If it were permanent, and im- 
printed on the Forhead (which in Scripture is uſed to ſignifie boldneſs 
and confidence, in a good, and in all ill ſenſe, as Ezek. 3. 8. Yer. 
3- 3- And lo thefign of the Croſs made there ſignifieth of rhe Child 
boldneſs, Chriſtian Courage and Confidence, that he ſhall not be aſha- 
med, &c.) i: would fignifie to Men, and not to God ; .unto Chri- 
ſtians, that he was one of their number. Secondly, The uſe of it 
among the Primitive Chriſtians was to ſignifie to Chriftians among 
themſelves, or more eſpecially to Jews and Heathens their Chriſtian 
Profeſſion. Thirdly, The Diſſenters call them ſignificant teachin 

tigns, and bring that as an Argument againſt them, .but do we _—_ 
God or Man, ſurely Man is fit for Inſtruftion. And as to Addition , - 
the Curſe is equally againſt diminiſhing, as adding: But the Love- 
kiſs, Signaculum reconciliation, Waſhing the Dilciples Feet a token 
of Humility ; The Feaſts of Charity .mention'd at the Sacrament by 
St. Jude; the Community of Goods , the Deaconeſſes, &c. Things 
of this'Nature are not of the ſubſtance of the Word, or the Ordinart . 
ces, but are Circumftantials, and may be changed, added, or taken 
away fafely. I could cite. too an Eminent, Nonconformift , where he 
{aith, it -cannoggide .called an Addition in Scripture ſenſe, unleſs the 
- .Governours ftamp Holyneſs upon it, or Neceflity, as a neceſſary Du- 
ty, Doctrinal Neceffity he means : Or unleſs by adding they mean , 
sSiving.the ſame Efficacy to.Humane Inſtitutions as God doth to his, by 
making them to.confer Grace upon the rightly diſpoſed ; and by di- 
-miniſhing that the Service.is not compleat without it. 1 thall conc 
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whats clearly Evil, and openly Vitions.”: T have faid thus' much, "left 
ſome that are uncharitable to our Church ſhould think, I wrote, Be- 


iS 
\ 


(37.9 
with a{aying of Mr. Calvin, Let not any think. me ſo auſtere or bound 


but 


or Obſervance: For it is not my purpoſe ro condeinn apy thing, 


cauſe.I was pinched, and could not t&jl how to fatisfie my Conſcience 
in Conformity. 3 xd 


Dottor More's Myſtery of Godlineſs, Pref. Set. ro. The Croſs, 
fo ſeaſonable at the firk Inſtitution of ir , while profeſſed Pagans , 
were mingled among Chriſtians, and fo fignificant alwayes , that if 
the Church.cannot make ſuch an Additional as this (in his Judgment) 
ſhe can make none at all. watt 96 44 


True State of Prim. Chriſt. p. 18; I will name another Ceremony, 
which gives great offence with greater reaſon ;z the bowing towards 
the Altar, which in my own Judgment I allow, and praGiiſe in ſome 
meaſure, when I come into ſuch Congregations as generally ule it , 
avoiding ſtil] to give offence. to-any , as far as I may with ſafe Con- 
ſcience. I affirm it is a very fitting thing to ſhew Reverence in the. 
Houſe of God, and to ſhew ir by bowing as well as any other means, 
and to bow that way, to the Eaſt as well as any other way : Bowi 
towards the Altar is grown into abuſe, by the Papiſts ſuppoſing Chri 
to be Corporally' preſent there. : With us the Miniſter bows to ſhewy 
ſome particular Reverence in-that place , where the Bleſſed Sacrament 
is Conſecrated, Let this paſs for good , though ſomething alſo. may 


be ſaid againſt it. | 


> 


Ceremonies not to be Innovated or M ultiplyed. 


| aylor's Duftor Dubit. L. 3. Ch. 4 Rule 4. Sect. 19, 20. 


Jp 
B That thus Rule of Order: and Decency is not to be extended $0 ' 
uch 


Decencies as are only Ornament,. but isto be limited-to-ſuch as 
only reſcue from Confuſion ; the reaſon is, becauſe the Prolog and 


(58) | 
Spiritual Guides cannot dotheir Duty, unleſs things be fa.orderly, as 
thar there be no Confulion, butif.it can go beyond this Limit ,. then 
it can have no Natural Linut, .but may extend to. Sumptuouſneſs, to 
Ornament for Churches, to rich U .&c. But becauſe: this is too. 
{ubject to-abuſe, and gives a Secular Power over Mens Eftates , and 
is not any part of Spiritual Government, it's more than Chriſt-gave- 
to Miniſters. 1d. Rules to his Clergy. 39, R. Let no Minifter of a 
Pariſh introduce any Beremony, Rites or Geſtures, though with ſome 
nanny Fiety and Devotion, but what are commandedby the-Church, 
and Eſtabliſhed by Law, and 'ler theſe alſo be wiſely:andiutefully-Ex- 
plicated to the 'People , that 'they may 1underftand 'the Reafons:and 
Meaſures of Obedience, butler there be no more:introduced, leftzhe 
Feople be burthened unneceſfarily, and tempted, oradivided. _ 


Tdem, m_— fignificant Ceremonies .may be for Edification ,, 
yet it-45 to be-confidered, whether the introducing of ſuch things does 
not deftroy the-Church, not only #n her C hriftian Liberty , but inthe 
-Simplicity and Purity, and Spirituality. of her Religion, by mſenſibly 
changing # into a Ceremonial and External Service, « 


True State of the Primitive Church ,, p. 18. With us the Miniſter 
bows at the Altar, tofhew ſome particulariReverencein thar-place., 
'wherethe'Bleffed Sacrament'is Conſecrated ;/ :though ſomething may 
'be ſaid 'apainſt that : Yet 1 praytell me, ' Why qhe Reader paſſop 
from one {ide of the Church to :the-other , and the Miniſter: | 
from oneend-of the Altar to the other, Sows again: I verily [believe 
'tis meerly a cauſfeleſs Cuſtom taken up one from another, {the wom- 
mon beginning of all Superſtitions) having no reaſon for it , but much 
againſt 4t, giving thereby-great ſcandal to weak anes, and ground of 
flaunder to malitious ones, who lay hold on any occaſions to accuſe 
them of Papiſtry. For certainly it is done with little or no Reaſon , 
or with-a great deal of Superſtition. - | 


Seriows and Compaſſionate Enquiry, &c. To do all that I may without 
danger to my ſelf, andnot at all to regard what others can comply with z 
-vf t6 uſe 7 -owe Liberty tothe ofeces oferhets,.is20beUndhriſtinn 
antCUicharindble. And: gyithis noe only are we wmnderitand aff the 
Diſcourſes -of the Apoſtle .aboue Scandal and'Offence, where there is 
Materia libera. For be that witl-provolohis Brother to fin, by do- 
he | ing 


(599) 
ing that which he omit ' without. fin, is guilty of fin in ſo doing. 
Ag 245- To this and that we may prevail with them to den 
themſelves in ſomethings for the Publick Good, we ſhould do well to 
give them Examples of our own Self-denyal , and abridging our 
own Liberty, in Condeſcention to them-in ſuch things as are not the 
matter of the Law ; and that we will not out-run the Laws, to con- 
tradict.and-vex them, iti what we may forbear without fin. : 


Do#tor Barrow's Sermons of Love, p. 181. An Act of Charity to 
abſtain from any thing, which either may occaſion him to commit Sin, 
or diſaffect him to Religion, or diſcourage him in the pratice of Duty, 
or which any wiſe may diſcompole, vex, or grieve him, (the Apoſtle 
having ſaid) That if thy Brother be aww grieved with thy Meat, now 
walkeſt thou not Charitably, Rom. 14. 15. _ + _ 
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fider firſt, That by leaving the Ceremonies Indifferent, Con- 
formiſts have their Liberty allowed them to uſe them. Where 
Miniſters {cruple the uſe of that ſign of the Croſs, but the Parents are 
for it, they may get any Neighbouring Miniſter that is. of the ſame 
Opinion to Baptize their Child after their manner. If their Parents 
be againſt it, the Miniſter holding it but a thing indifferent, why may 
he not forbear the uſe of it for ſatisfaction of the Parents? 


ee em eto 


II. I do not read of any that lived and dyed Nonconformiſts , but 
{crupled the Sign of the Croſs, which ſhows they are. not farisfied in 
| Conſcience about it : But our Conſciences will bear the yielding of it 
up for Peace, becauſe we hold Ceremonies to be «Ndpoeg, things In- 
different, in themſelves neither good nor evil. If indifferent, let us 
not contend ſo earneſtly for their uſe, as for neceſſary things, and 
matters of Faith, but manifeſt an indifferency for their Continuance, 
or Abrogation. | | 


TM. The Ceremonies are inatilia C#lo, of little or no. uſe for the 
winning of Souls ; and I ſee not but that Prelates Speech was truly 
Chriſtian, who faid we had rather loſe a Ceremony than a Soul. As 
it was faid of ſome Meats, neither if we eat them, are we the bet- 
ter, nor if we eat uot, are we the worſe; ſo we are nothing better'd 
by theſe Ceremonies. Indifferent things have no Spiritual Vertue or 
Efficacy in them. We do not hold with the Papiſts that Surplices, - be- 


ing 


Airy to | tifin * Nor being omirred; 
dorh detract any thing "ode the Effect and Subſtatice of it. * AER; 


Wy” Thie- ney the fiſt uſe'of the'Ceremonies'ceafith much. 
of Compliance with-+hg/Papifts;)'to ui 
ople GEO ROROT) olty: + 


, and y ry eatty t ener ger j da Knot 1 
oro, in TE, And” thus the" Church of! Emplanis ſhowed by 


the *Ch of Rove only An- her'1 Jars, and would 
-k with" ler it; What! the Ane Chr pratite, 
mote h xcuſable, and juſtly/condertined;” if m—o—_ ſocio 
immivt wich us” Kit now the caſe {sHleeted,; the Papiſts late hed 
aedby it, and ehcouraged, ay (as: Biſhop' Uſher-faid of 
them) If Four Fleſh be nor do youdrink-of our Broth ? 
Burour Proteſtant Brethren” ble at A ay it 4s-diſuled by other 
Keformed, Churches; ard therefore'in cordelcention Yo/the :wealtnels 
of the, 6ne77 int om _ ?With' the -ather Reformed ©harches; 
ps it were to Ve wi that 16 th6blp"6Fit were forborn; 
| Sift the F pri of the Contibionich is becauld of 'the ma- 
vg dns Aga 6 rides arr ppt 4xitiſt c<ECxv66; as a fignifieanc 
Ceremony, not- Sltitured me riſt ; as a Dedicating Covenanting'Sig, 
as a Sacramental Sign, or as having the ſemblance of a Sacrament, or 
againſt the uſe of it in thar place immediately after Baptiſm, and the 
Dans yr 'y Pane more expreſly affixed to that Sign, thanto the 
; 25A mein cultus. | Again, as Superſtitions and 
Sa NG ode $] the Popiſh "abuſe of ir;; "2s a curfed Addition 
wg od”, an Hh Sdcranjtiit oF Baptiſt: a5 impoſed 
on'Mirifters ant Children of thoſe Parenirs® ite ſcrople,- and” are'not 
ae en in CN ene about the uſe. of ir, as. well as thoſe that are ; 
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t ( 62 )) 
ments that | can! find againſt it, convince me that the ſu n-to 
it, and che uſe of it is utterly: unlawful, yer ir ſhould feem incon- 
venient to. continue a thing which hath: ſo plauſible and numerous 
Objections againſt ir, - BP ded; oh 4 


Vi, For making ſome allowances in reſpect of the Ceremonies ; 
Ged himſelf diſpenſeth with his own Commands about Rituals, or 
finaller matters in caſe of ar rg hg when great goodor hurt ſtands 
on.the orher- fide to qutweigh them. 1 Sam. 21.6. David. in his 
bunger eaty.the'Shewbread, 'which only rhe. Priefts were to ear, and 
Chriſt on the ſame account, lers the Diſciples pluck and rub the ears 
of Corn on rhe Sabbath-day, 1 Kings 8. 64. Solomon hallows the 
middle of che Court for an Altar , becauſe the Brazen Altar of the 
Lord was to0 little for the Offerings. A multitude did eat the 
Paſſover 'orherwile- than appointed, '2 Chron 30o.. 18. on the Second 
Meneth; - for they could not keep ir at the time appointed, as the Se- 
cond and Third Verſes. An Ox or an Aſs is tobe watered, or pul- 
ted out of 'a Pit on the Sabbath day : Periculum vite difſolvit Sabba- 
town, (as the Proverb ſays) though by many good Men, a matter of 
Controverſie, or-thought ro be Moral and not Ceremonial, Surely 
then lefſer matters upon great and weighty Occaſions, when Spiri- 
tually neceſſary for the Churches Good and Peace , and for the La- 
bours of able Men in the Work of the Miniſtry, may very well be 
diſpenſed” with. For Humane Ceremonies cannot.pretend to a like 
Authority, or Neceſſity, -much leſs, a greater than thoſe of *Divine 
appointment. | | Las : 


. 
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That Ceremonies miſt yield to ſubſtaiie. Sy 


; Bana. Aaeyr, Or, King James I. Inſtruitions to his Son,  p. 15. 
Learn wiſely to diſcern between points of Salvation and indifferent 
things, betwixt Subſtance and Ceremonies.: As for the latter ſpare 
not to-uſe, or alter them, as the neceſſity of the Times ſhall require. 


Biſhop Halls Works, p. 1092. Our Saviour juſtifies the act of 4b;- 
elechs,giyving David Haly Bread and the Sword : Ceremonies, mult 
give. place to Subſtance ; God. will have Merc not Sacpifice = 
Charity is the ſumme and the end of the Law ; thatHult be aimed at 
in allour a/lions. + eh ET | Rh, | 
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Biſhop Wilkins, p. 413», 414- Now s Divias Laws Ye THE are 
capable of relaxation, which is the meaning of Proyerbial fayi ing 
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and.ro be-urged racher for Articles/\efiDoctrine;/ than for Ric "and 


Ceremonies, and- points ;of outward concernment. For howſoever 
Politick Confiderationsand Reaſons of State may: Nomad 
yer-Ghriſtian aud Divine groundslJoak chieflyrupon Unit 

Dr. Edw. Bulkleys Apol, for. the:Religion Ef abliſbed, \ Edir. 1608. 
p. 112. Touching the uſe of Surplices, Organs, &c. in Divine 
Service ; I fay thac menmay differ in Opinions of theſe things, and 
agree in unity of Faith and Knowledge of the Son of God. 

Daottor.'F ” bu Appeal ; th injured: Innocence, in defence of bas 
Church FhiStory.; M Ngs indifferent with mu- 
tual Charity, doth more promote is Gods Glory then Uniformity ic ſelf, | 

Do#or Mores .Myitery of Godlineſs, 'SeCft.: 10. Pref. 'About the 
Communion ; I confefs an Uniformiry would look: better in outward 
ſhew, but is-not worth the leaft ſtir and violence in diverlities of acti- 
ons, or rather. circumſtances-interpretable-to; ſo good 'a meaning, as 
either RK orSitting-at the Communion is ; and the real exerciſe. 
of Charity in leaving every one free is every whit as ſuitable to this 
ſolemn performance, as the moſt exquiſite Uniformity, if devoid of 
the Spirit of Meeknefs, and mutual forbearance. Item, To the ſame 


wrpoſe about the Croſs + Unity of Hearts being better than Unifor- 
Fn AOtcns inifcent, rot there ought to be no breach nor quarrel 


abgpt rheſe things : By. an high value of the indiſpenſables. o Chri- 
{tanity, and of. the Hy andigh to the. Conſciences of .men, the- 
Miniſter will conciliate more authority to himſelf, than if he drew 
to00 hard to-an —— in things where Chriſt hath left 
us free. 3 
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(169) 
e ,anet in Devotion, becxealous; andhgld:falt the ſubſitn. 
tial pazts of;Religion,candlet us leave it:to: Women: and- Children to 
contend. abput Ceremonies, Let it be-indifferent ta us, whether this 
or that, or no. Ceremony,. whether: Kneel or not Kneel, Bow or not 
Bow, Surplice or no Surplice, Croſs or no, Croſs, 'Ring or no Ring. 
Let 98 give Gloxy-to God in all, and-no. offence to;;our Brethren in 
ayAns::o to coin wo GHG ron 57 65 IpIONSL 2,209 98 
(O23 Stillingfleets [rericum, p. 65. He muſt be a great ſtranger; 
in the Primitive. Church, that takes rot notice of the! great diverfity 
of Rites and Cuſtoms uſed. in-particular Churches, without cenfuring: 
of thoſe that differd from them ;: or if any by inconſiderate. Zeal did 
proceed. ſo-far;' ho\-:ill it was as tary other iChriſtians.,! And 
he concludes with that Divine: Aphwiſm of : Sr. Aultin'z; Indjgnum- oft: 
ut propter ea que nos Deo neque-digniores,.'&e, 'It is an unworthy thin 
for Chriſtians -to- condemn and judge one another for-thoſe things 
which do not commend us unto- God. - To the ſame purpoſe /in' Vn- 
reaſonableneſs. of; Separation, That the: Groſs be. left at liberty , as: | 
the Parents defire it, or wholly: taken away, Pref. p.:83: Edit. 3; 
King Charles II. Declaration at Breda : Agreed to: leave the Cere- 
monies at. liberty. | | 
Dr. Rudde Biſhop of St. Davids Speech 4n  the-Convocation, 1604. \ 
In the, life time of, the-late Archbiſhop: (then Whirgifr) theſe- things 
were nat fo extreamly.urged, - but ' that- many, Learned' Preachers en- 
jo; ed their Liberty: therein conditionally, that they did not; by word 
nor deed-di{grace or; diſturb-the State: eftabliſhed. —_.' | 
. King Charles II. Declaration from Breda. None hall be denied the 
Lords Supper for not Kneeling;; none compelled to ufe the Croſs ; it 
ſhall be Lawful to himthat deſires to:uſe-the Croſs, to have fuch Mi- 
niſters as will uſe it. -and'if: che proper Miniſter. refuſe, 'to get ano- 
ther. None. compell'd ro bow-at the name of Jeſus. The Surplice left 
to liberty, except in the Rayal Chappel, Cathedrals, and Univerſities. 
Another 4;gument. The miſchief to the Church hath been very 
creat from thele Ceremonies, eſpecially from the Crofs. + 
| Firſt as'tothe Impoſitionz though the-preſent Fathers of the Church-: 
have ſignified their conſent.unto a due liberty to Difſenters, and ſome 
Indulgence to them beyond- their Predecefſors, yet ſeveral Miniſters 
in Queen Elizabeths,, and King James I. Reign, and that of - King 
Charles]. and at King Charles. JI. Return, have | been turned ho of 
© | their 


(68) 
their Benefices, and filenced for Nonconformity to theſe Ceremonies, 
although the Church of 'Englapd confeſſerh them to be but; things in- 
different. And-ir were/hard, for refuſing upon a Conſcientious uc- 
count to ſubmit to things indifferent, to have one of the preareſt pu- 
niſhments inflifted on a man, Suſpenſion and Deprivation ; even as 
Conformiſts would —_ them ) think ir hard to be Silenced for 
not afſenting to the- Perfeverance ' of the Saints, or any other &f the 
five points, according to the common ſenſe or notion of ous Diſſent- 
ing Brethren..' © | | HR ER, Se 
Secondly, Theſe Ceremonies have been as it were a bone of Con- 
tention, thrown in between Conformiſts and Nonconformifts. Zarr- 
chies Letter to Queen Elizabeth 1571, tells her; This Counſel about 
ſtrict Impoſition of Cerermonies' wil trouble the--publick Peace of the 
Church, by cauſing contentions among4men, and cauſe them to write: 
Books one againſt another about things indifferent, which are the 
Golden Apples of Contention, Many an hot Diſpute and Conference 
' there hath: been, and- Books wrote for and againſt them with bitter- 
nets of Spirit y- ſome-contending. as: earneſtly about theſe: indifferent 
things, as about- matters. of Faith; as if the very Life-and-Soul of 
Religion lay in- them, andas if the cauſe of Chriſt and our Proteſtant 
Reformation were to ſtand or fall with them. The Ceremony of the 
Croſs hath been as vexatious to our Church, as ever the difference a- 
bout the Jewiſh Ceremonies of, Days and' Meats was inthe time of the 
/ 5 res which occafioned a Council at Jeruſalem, AFts- 2's {o- many 
haprers in St. Pauls Epiſtle, and ſuch-contention among them. 
Thirdly, Much time hath been ſpent to little purpoſe or profit in: 
Reading or Studying-theſe matters. Ol the many that have wrote 
for and againſt! :No little time doth it coſt men in Writing, as Biſhop 
Mourton, Dr. Bourges for, Dr. Ames againitithem and others-;' nay, 
every Bogk for-or-again{t-Conformity,- (as God knows thereareabun-- 
-dance-of- them upon theſe fruitleſs Controverſies) 'makes' the Ceremo- 
nies materiam contentionts-matter- of - the Controverhie, . and it calleth. 
for a part- and a- conſiderable ſhare-in the Book. Time alſo ſpent in 
Reading and Studying the point”; and there-muit be Prayer to be&led- 


a 
by the Sirir ro-find out the Truth for-ſatisfaCtion. The timealſo which | 


is-ſpent axfd nganns, onthis point, for it iscommanded/in the: Canons :- 
I fay this time would-be much-berrer ſpent -in-reading-the Bible, with: 
Comments or-Treatifes of - Divinity, and-ſo-be Redeemed \for-Eter- 
ntty, which-now-men are-neceſſitated to ſpend 'fop-ſatisfaction: __ 
F141 A 
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Sen Wes as. of Peace in the Church ; It turneth. the | 
«ms Reading Goorroverſis into Treatifes of Mor- 
tification and roar 
Fl Again, wh ng exaQion. of theſe Coremnoates hand anages 
me ra cry AS. jo ak 99.65 Miniſters Pray eds 
ro the Laws of God and Man ay Bray when-in truth it is. a ve 
inconſiderable patr..;: And. fore fave fought emo Cmng wo 
. wage any ar the OE NG wes ugh 
vance ot :every P about emonies, ' 
mare firidt Obedience to thele than to the Laws of God. And he ſhall 
pals for an obedient and very:,good Son of che Chunch 'with-ſome, rhat 
is a zealous ſtickler for theſe; he be looſe; inhi > formal n 
bis Religion, and uncharitable to choſe thar differ from him, " 
Again, Some have declared that they cannot joyn with: vs in Bap- 
rim, ſuffering their Children t0.be Baptized. by Conforming; Miniſters, 
becauſe of the Sign of the Croſs which they: in their Conſciences can- 
not allow of; nc6-joyn.inl the'.kotds: Supper Frcuule: of Hoodies 
which. ſeems to them: (though, through great: weakneſs, - and a more 
unreaſonable prejudice, when the Rebrick is is ſo expreſly' againſt the 
Idolatry and Adoration of the;:Sacramental Bread:) a yaholonng with 
Kolaters, which-things have. bred no finall perplezity of mind. and 
outward trouble to. fome Godly Perſons, Rig-Ms., printing hy %ays, 


Ec 
conclude this with Dr. Preſton « 08 the Lords Prayer, ry P. Ig. 
Thy. Kingdom come : We intreat the Lord that: he would c 
croſs all Aazichriſtian Plots and Practices ;. and we are, to Pray x Pray ag 
all.ters. and ftumbling blocks that would hinder thepr 

+ that be: would: abandon. all things that IX) even all 


Remnanis and.Reliques of Superſtition, and ſuch; Ceremonies as do 
burenſnare the Contti - men, and: T a great many/into Per- 
{ecution; and Trouble. 


Seiten te Chunk beckons great in reſpect of Con- 
formilts prays cv Come y ms. 0: One nox-long, before I; en- 
red inta the mT -who lived.in-the-lame Pariſh. where Sn 
Not yd ran afterwards, when Dyjug-lay;uoder great: troubles of 
his Conlitience for his Conformity, od up. 8, a, Nonconformift. 
Lhave read in Mr. Sprizts Caſſanger \ Iapibronys one . or. .1WO. more, 
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C70 ) 
' not mentioned by name, as Conforming againſt their Conſtiences with- 
out futficient ſatisfattion, ' havelan war laſt; as alſo of: others, 
who have dy&d very peaceably-and LORIREL, DEcGEn [eir Con- 
formiry. Some&Conformiſts hive certainly run imo-a'wrong defence of 
this Ceremony, as Dedicating the Child unto the Service of him who 
dyed upon the Crofs,” which is done /in'Paprtiſm : | And others have 
thought -it above the peoples capacity. i However, rhey may underſtand 
ſothewhat of: whar was {aid before; ant that Signing with the: Crols is 
none of their atandþdeed -:Northey but che Minitter chat-is towear 
_ the Surplice, and roBaptize,” and" Sig withche Croſs: The Minifter 
is concerned to look tothar,/the Lawfhliets of theſe: And Vir. Baxter 
(as alfo A+. — Reformation no: Separation, p. 24. Mr. Nyes 
Caſe of 'vrear nſe{; no. 44 Balls Trggl of the groundsofo Separation 
Þ: ST booed ary We of Scart in. his- Chrif . 
Direftory artionighis Cults of 'Tonſciente hath reſolved-ir, that Parents 
diſſenting from it may ſuffer cheir children'ro'beSigned with rhe: Croſs 
after Baptiſm, dedlaring* to the Miniſter ' in-/private, or their Neigh- 
bonrs-alic was Baprtitm'only that rhey Gefired;-ayd;.chat they dif 
onedthe Sigh of the Croſs; which chey held robe-uulawful-<S0 har 
Parents #f6 neither bound 207 the perſoral:prictice of it, *1nor! ro-'the 


profeſſion of : its Law fulneſs. at | 
_ And this appears to have been the Judgment and. concurrent /Pra- | 
: tice-of the Nonconformiſts of former 'rimes, whoiconftantly :joyned 
in the Prayers and other Ats'of 'Warſhip”, although! they: {erupted 
ſore Particular Ceremonies. All that we deſire is to have-the -Liber- 
ty of our” Confciences* allowed-usin chat which is not theirs, but.ours 
to practiſe.” ' And if there 'be' offence*5given, -it is not from us, (faid 
' Dr. Saunderſon in his Treatife of Scandal ;) or at-lealt not ſo. much 
(in the preſent caſe'of the:Chbrch)- there being a-neceſlity-laid-upon. 
us as to the uſe of ir,/ if onriConltiences:beſatisfied therein: So: rhar 
whatever we would do, -if it were: {eft ito our Liberty to uſe: or for- 
bear it, ſince we are not allowed to exerciſe our Miniftry-otherwiſe 
than ypon Conformity to it, it is Prudentially good, and Spiritually. 
neceſſary for us to Conform to it, even in the Judgment of theRefor- 
med Churches abroad,' Geneva, as- Beta , Colladonns, Gontattiag y 
Francifcus Port, Flenriews Stephanys -declarediin a Letter ſent to the! 
- Brethren in England, that' wefe. unſatisfied in their Conformity to this 
Ceremony, and defired-to know their Judgment. And {o-have-the' 
lete Moaders in France, -as Mr. Daille, Mr.'Claud, Mr, De &: Angle 


tells 


= Ez 
rells us in his Letter; My Opinion inthis matter is the ſame*that is 
held by our Churches. :Mr. Calviz ſeemed tolodk upon it as tolera- 
ble; and-robe born-with, .Zancy and others," *though they did not 
fully approve of the Impoſicion/\ oh Io rn 07 
HH: 1iſchief, In reſpett of the cenforioutneſs' of ſome Separariſts, 
inveighing a; ainſt-theſe- Ceremonies as Limbs of "Antichriſt, reliques 
-of Poperyz Additions, Superſtitious, will Worſhip, &c., as before 
in the ObjeQions againſt them; condemning*(agmy Lord Y74leritr his - 
Diſcourſe of Religion calls hem!) theſe blameleſs Cerettionies'as' con- 
fidently, as if they were infallibly aſſured: of their unlawfulneſs/'re- 
viling and cenfuring the Men that uſe them, as if he could nor be # go6d 
Man that ſubmitteth to the Ceremonies , but muſt needs conform! to 
them againſt his Conſcience out of Complyance with the Government, - 
-and for his Freferment ſake. ' It 'is hard for Miniſters who ſubmit to 
theſe things -according to, their Conſcience, *though' it be 'wjth+ great 
Charity and Moderation'to thoſe that differ from them; to be termed 
Time-fervers, Formalifts, Luke-warm, Men' wanting the Power 'of 
.Codlineſs,; as ſome conceited Perſons, who' have more Heat than 
Light, more Zeal than Knowledge, do not ftick to' affirm.”':Syre-this 
becometh-not- Chriſtian! Charity; in 1.Cor, 13. 4- Charity vaynteth 
not it ſelf, is not puffed up (with a conceir of its own Judgment, as if . 
it were infallible, and they muſt needs be inthe right.) © Again Cha- 
-rity: thinketh no Evil, and doth not behave it {elf unfeemly.” Burſure- 
ty if: we judge of their thinking by their evil ſpeaking; and'wunſeemly 
deportment towards their Governours, and others, there muſt! be-an 
abundance of cenſorioutneſs'in the Heart 5 For out of rhe abandinie of 
the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. In 2 Pet. 2. 12. You there read of 
thoſe that ſpeak evil of things they underftand not, applicable totheſe 
Men. Mr. Baxter ſaith thus in his Book of Church-Government ; Of all 
*dur Ceremonies there: is none that I have ſuſpeRed more to beſimply 
unlawful than the Croſs, yet dare not I perempronily lay, that-ir 'ts 
unlawful ; nor will I condemn either Ancients or Moderns that uſe it; 
nor will I make any diſturbance in the Church about ir,” any farther 
than my own forbearance of it. And thoſe Grave Men at the Grand 
Debate ; it being doubtful whether God hath -given'Men*power to 
inſticure ſuch Myſtical Teaching Signs, as being not neceflary in ge- 
neral, fall not under the particular Rules, '&c. They are'by ſome 
held finful and unlawful in themſelves, [by ſome riot as of another 
Judgment it ſeems] by others very inconvenient, and unſuicable+to 
the ſimplicity of the Goſpel-Worſhip, &c. p. 9. Of the Grand | De- 
p F ; bate, 
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.own Conformity upon evailing probable Arguments; leavi ro 
God who only is Infallible, to decide the: Calerthe dayiof -r-Ites 
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tion-of Conformity thereunto. ' - 
h BS fromTthefirict and ſevere Jmpoſition,,-1he- blind ſubmiſſica of 
.othefs, :nor.being able to give ary tolerable account 'of it to'their' Ped. 


Th. nor Anſwer ObjeCtions againſt it :Arid/ fromthe: 


cenſoriouſnels, 
ill Names that have been given this Ceremony: of the 'Crols, | that 


hey | have bronght-{uch an Othum upon. it., and. wrought ſuch: an ill 


Opinion in our Conforming Pedple againſt ite: Further: they: hate/Fo-- 
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